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January 10, I 
by BKUX 



I B m afraid I^ll have to open this issue Kith a pair of epologi.es* This is the 
aid -monthly X promised with all of your recast (and in a few eases nat-eo-recent} 
lettersf however, it doesn°t contain all of your letters^ I fit in *4iat I could, 
but there is etili a whole gallon of stuff left over* so if you m:i% it and St'e not 
in here, I ask for your further patience. Eventually* I c li get everything caught up. 
The other matter ia a bit more serious. My typewriter broke down shortly before I 
finished typliig YD #8?, bo parts of that issue and *j68 were very hard to read. The 
typewriter was striking the ditto master so hard that it was punching hole* right 
through it- on certain letters, X rectified this by putting a blank sheet cf paper 
over the ditto master as I typed * out the result was near illegibility on certain 
pages, (I had to retype the last 18 pages of #88 and take thorn to the printer, they 
were so had. Grrrr.) Alas, certain pages of this issue were typed before th£ typer 
finally got itself fixed » so that some of you may have a bit of trouble with the 
letter col this time around. Xf you come across r.r.y p&ges that you cannot read? l«t 
me know and I'll do what X can. Fair enough? The typer is ftxsd ae X type this, so 
future issues should not suffer from this ailment. 

Circulation here hit an all-time high of 132 with #o7„ primarily as & result cf 
the fact that the Issue was free and therefore went to several people who excited 
tne issue before. IV b dropping now and I expect that trend ta continue sin^€ there 
won't be any openings here for a loeooong time. Speaking of the free Issue* o*.,e 
person (Brian Lorber, I think) thanked ae for it. Tou're welcome. Brian* I tfwra 
everyone elva was too grossed out by the nas&l arti -la. r . 

Since this is kind of a clearinghouse issue, I°m holding out the Doomle of the i«ar 
results till next time (hopefully) and getting in as many letters as I can. Th;rre 
will be • brief review of BHUXCON and ByrneCon, both of which will probably be written 
up in more detail elsewhere (auch as Be Fixed Address and Anduln) „ Additionally, 
there will be an article of sorts on some of my philosophies on publishing and Gftiag, 
in response t<* certain people 0 8 questions at ByrneC on and some comments that have 
been published elsewhere (e.g. in N orth Saalth jfest George) , The questions discussed 
will be of the sort that I find fascinating and that many others find boring, 0h ( well. 




'foe Yolea of Pooa is a Journal of postal Diplomacy published every now aod then by 
Bruce Lins«>y s T3 Ashuelot St., Apt.; 3i Dalton, M #12-26. Ifcone (413) 6&*-05S?, Subs 
are 10 Issues for $5-00, Standby s are wanted. There are no game openings, not will 
there be any for an awfully long ti*q a , 

Diplomacy is a registered trademark for a game invented by Allan B. Cslhatrer and 
copyrighted by Avalon Hill. 



NOTE* My correct address is the on© in Massachusetts — I*m Just using iip some 
old return address stickers for the next two or three issues. ws 



U«r^ ignore the riot© at the toot ton of page 1„ wfrich whs typod up sevir* Uy& >-a£oxa 
this page* As it turns out, thia Issue will fly without an arvelop* da« o ^ aifce 
(24 p&gas). Au envelope 110 aid up the postage cost by 17* apio*:e» All \ ■ stubber* 
will recsivo this issae naked* 

I need so&a more volunteers for ay standby list* va-thar desperately,, "C all of 
my players ware to resign as gaso? ri*ht now and be replaced fro.*. -Uie sta • ay ttet y 
and then all of ths rej&aeamente ware to resign »cd be ra.pla.^. vt.Vth aore :»<*>>le £rorc 
the standby lists and then all of -Jr^e -stand by 8 for the departed at&adbye sha 
original pX&yars were to quit as -weli^ I*d be out of luck as thera would ^n'ty to two 
or three staudbye loft on the liav. Help out your pc&r C9l, Sign up fcr _VD 
standby liet today*, who knows ----- tha position you .lave f;-»a Civil Oiaord'i^ e* 
your ovfo , 

."loan axteoa, St, t Box 26w, KiUomath* OR 97370 (tfjones (503) 92^3*23 ' a>*e& 
a* to mention **h&£ if you're- the typo of player who enjoys picking up vjs :-,t ! .;le bits 
and pleeoa of your <a-~ally» you way wm% to attend LeperCon at her house uo Harch 
16*48,. LepsMcQon — t'-.s only hooV gathering where yea c&s> truly gvf© you-' r^x>n* , *vtfr. 
tho finger* -hmt -a? careful about belong your &1 V 1 a ear too sraah* « 

Yo-.y* I j?^t realised that the HRUXCOH and BjpctttfJon writeups havo to f .-. <w '-i i'j 
page. B5IIXQ0N t?aa pESfcty wild, Attendees included Brian Lor bar* tft&ve Hr.-gn (.fto* 
Caiurde? ) . Krlc K^jjg ^ !43U;e Barao. J la Mabso, Ted Fur*y. 3fWX hiweeiiV ar.-4 '.'v lire's 
t*rr?.Ua faoe» all tho way f?roa California* He &p&ftt a f?.5x bit ox' Vta intitfUig */ie 
Boatlea aonga from play in VD #S£. but unfortunately wore drowned oat «•/ aoae 
strange aouoda aR.ittXxiq: fro© Brian ' s tbroai* Play one Dippy gom«s,. w^iich v.vloO la ». 
7=»May dr^-««. yowr his&ble oditcr,, aa 5trisey # O'pfeaea wlib. A Gon-S^y , A Src\ 'r 'Q\ 
f Ank«fJo^ vir.ii tstUl insde It to thr. fuid-gaiRe. flow- Af the f^aae had. l*a : :«d '..'"Al 'O^.rr 

^iayt'd a aiofc gaii^ iri -^hioh I waat all out to yipe Srlc Kane* a uiits f.-.oti the i»ard. 
Staged a m£if*ive cit'taok which covered aoat of tha ia>rid» as>d It fl£*lX>% .-^'.ar. f if seen 
aiattt«>6 :>f fta-lous fitting boiled down to ay laet ].«saible attackiag ntiit ^r.ioat 
his last pfjesibXe defc>«ie?. Ke b«»liig t<h$ attack«r fi X had to boat hi* 6 La xnl*. or 
loaa the gaaia«. 1 rolled a two a*«i nearly died. But my frifl^t t.ucr&d to c^r-V^y 
inataats later » .Srl^ ro.iXdd» and th© roo* raves? berii ted ^Ith tries of? 

yOU Rai^Ei) A CMS* 

l^c celelxation coatiuaed boiaterot7.aly fox several' aim;. tee s v&tll &> \ifo< r.-.f -Trail 
from the teoa&t in the a^artjaent 'telow me raaindod ^a th&t K was AM ; a 
taryiug te sleep* Oth«r than that Incidoat,, which Estic will never 'm psr^.Uved to 
forget > the high point of the con ma when the toilet overflowed ix- the* *%' •■ C\>i ol' the 
nlgnt ar»d Bri&n and I mi\% soarohiag for a pluager at la the. aorr^r^ \\-. -,v?dri « 
find oats ; >) Took the \;hoX® gaag cut f*>r l-r>b»t4r bia^u&t. but oo on* 1 lik^ci - ■. W'.-'^ 
aa J did..,. Oh well«- fell twiae ori tha driven?* which waa ^';?aet o:t lev. » Tv 

ue&rly mio^vu his train whe.u he left to visit Helaor. Heintst%an in Iv.ff&M. 
atabbod isa w Steve vaa ono of ti>oaa beava aouls who tools ay aide whe*i w.- ebi'.^t.d a^^uisi? 
about -the Merits of strict <3Mirig (thue eivUiig an anarohy gataa whl-^h I waa f»v- the my 
to vinning)( and JSric roll«d a on«„ We're doing it asain twxt yeax.. V<u-a %.15 
better srf^ow up -sr else» 

!lew Jaar's at Kathy'a wan exciy^jjg, to say tha l**ast. 1 go^ to ^iv«f. Jc;u, b*>ardiaan 
a ride home one night*, thus proviti^ that ©van rw^vxlftto^ people -sai driv^ iVoert 
Sfeeha waa there, asd provided ua fti.1 with lots of ^ntertainsaent. » fxiU«r little 

man who la obaaased with forcing ^on&ftltteaa and a^eadlnp 'the word *ibo*«t hov rv^d 
Walkar ia not a member of the Diplomacy hobby. Bi?*>t-y is going to ji-c q, position 
on the Hew Xoxk Gwalng- Board.,. thor^b s so I ahottldn't speafe too H;. tir^ r -nl9 
ByrnaCon waa a fir«- for me in that I didn't aaet a?iyone there who ,i''d aavij" »et 
before « 1 auat be getting old. tfa dldn 8 t even tafoa otac traditlona?.. wa.-i»i- oisTa rid«a 
through Harle» s Had a seal-heated diaeuaalon one night regarding CKing pt^t^.^ea- 
It was pretty suoh xe again»t everyone elts© in tfce r^>oan (ey^ept for Julie ^.ffxtin, who 
euE.sicIse^ sse by itervss iiig with »a »a a^veral poiata) &.\aue Stave Hut ton ru-: ^ '■ ari'vud 
by thes*. I"» proud t-> say that I *ore than held ay »vm 6 too* More on .t^tflr. 



fw» Bob osuaii (ii/i?/&3}i 

DWKK BcuMg 

Ism #86 wi great e but z really didn°t eajoy #05 at all* Itimwtw loag. 
Tbai°a ahat she salde Sariouoly* Z XSke ahat Z°v« read* thou** Z still ha»oa 9 t had 
the tiae to ©it dom wad finish it* 

So i&o &sfe&d you to plug Woodaeotear? Z dldn n t axpeet you to 0 eeyeeiftUy after yon 
reed it & Z aeriously thought about not even sending it out fi tf I«i afraid certain 
people sagitt lie &s££ooted» eaang the* you* aeyae Gatuae and Byrne* asyhe Berohc Bat 
then Z thought vhst the b*H f , If they d©a°t Wsm it they oaa Just writs as off a* aa 
asshole and leave it $t that* Z de&H olad the Itibel. Z juat uant 70a to know that 
Z eoant no has* by it. Zn fact, the only negative feedback so far ma youra* everyone 
else said they loved ito 

Bey* Joan £eteOB» Z isas aars&ed for tao yeara sad Z dcn°t think it°a a aefc aseuaptiea 
that oaxrlaeaooaoh* navor aiad* those am aiaerabXa flaye^ and z go aa a even Z got 
laid bask then* Just sot by ay uifeo 

£euoa 9 Z think you^r* on to eoaethiag* 8hat * fantastic discovery* Iaagis* s 
friends, now you too can *roU tha grave threat an easrt&quafee poses by el9$ly hopping 
in tha ahonaro Take it iron SRS* you°U be aafa therso X oaa as* it cow* She 
treaors hegi% and sadaart>y ahals feaiUaa pile into tha aooner® and not a siawte too 
soonS As tha hooaa eruaoXas around then* they frolic in thete aeylua« "Could you 
scrub ay book for aa please, father? 9 * Just ona euaetioa* Ho* doaa oaa Icaov «bea it°o 
over? 

Zt°a aiea to aoa you and Kathy era frieafia oaoa aore 0 Z expected aa suea* ainoa 
yon changed your oditorial poZifiy 0 X tow aha ebjaeted to the controversy in tha 
old m aha ©von vrete a prater good article aboat saaa ia ft aaatha book 
Sraw aoon you «nd Siek aiil Hoa and £afa» and 4&sa« imuiona H »«aaothar now 
aubbarp Jaok HaatBcaS Sfeatara for Dooaia of tha Xmxl Bi^ht oa« Bsaxaroonlal 

Did you hoar about tha 2otast atutiy on atrooaT Zt oonoZudaa that ^iaoaa in a 
hi«h"«tra»fi araa« ia faot e 1t8» teaat in gaaacraXe Havada <m* #U Z baliava« Shit e Z 
aorad out novo to aa a ag a tha hmtla»l»atl» of oity Zif o 9 nov Z havo to novo againo 
Z<Ve boon uaabla to alaep nighta aiaoo X haard« So X souod nat2jEht to yon? X know Z 
foal tanaa aov« Xoa know tha faalia^t your haartti in your throat and your got°a tlad 
in a kaoto Hanc litara did X put ay talinaf? X know they^ra around hara ooaaplaoaa 
Moaaeoe f 

X haro aiaed fading* on tha rBv«ao diaorlgl nation iaaoa« X asrao that tha 
xaproaaioa oxiatad aad aaa anjuat 9 bat tha Sdaa that fatea gaaaratioaa ahooXd 
for tha aiatafeaa of thoir aaeaatora doaan^t aafea aanao at alio AXao» oa tha oeoaaatianal 
Xavale it i* a dangarouo polioy to offer profaroati^l txoatoant to adaoriUoao Za 
thaory v abaa tao aaualXy qualifiad paraoaa apply f «f a po si t ion aad oaa ia a aiaority* 
Htm Job goas to tha adaority. Zn |ar|otiaa & «hat happafia aora aftaa than not ia that 
tha ainority, for ahatorar xoaaon, i| lass Qjaalifiod but la givon tha p o sit lo a aaynay 
to satisfy a quetao Doaa it aaka aoaa# to havo tha laaa go apo iaat raXa tha oaspatant? 
Zt°a lika tha old Joka about tha ratiedsd i blaok sMaap but I aan°t oat into taste 

Z aappaaa Z°va bant your aar aaoa«: for oaa Xsttar« Havo fun at 399x000080 Z oftaa 
aondarod aby Caruso aavar got any bdffticsp bat Z sofas If thay oallad it OaTnaflon 
paopla aouXd go to Judy 0araa 8 a houoa inatood* nongfrlan aould lava thato 

X snaaa you^ro not a diok> 
Bob 

((Ooatag froa yoa» that°a truly a ooapUaaato Tbaxksh 

1 don a t raoaU sMag you any "nagativs" faodbaek oa year f aka 0 othor than to say 
that fakes generally are In orerabundanoe aad iteodaaolMr dida«t ataad out above the 
rest* And the quake ia over uhen thi curtain fiHo 0 }) 



Atte? -ttrao days a? SftdiecstoA rsfcflfccst X f Sjsfclly wwfc&d ay vay tteraigh all ssillta 
sss& « £&$eo o^T this aB^vaottssey isauo of VD» X oculdn 0 ^ hssrm 'X%$ tx>£0 it cot 

tbo excalfoffls* of 3te wei-Sing* X ^«rileuia,vly iKgRftaaad with the sulwdaniows 
etf J2d fe-'Obsl^, «&& X (asysyanSl evc&y ©a® of ihsab I sX^o John Eaters &ocount of 

Ilia trip to Sfcrita particulSBrty se fc«SGB8® it afcfi aif&Uor to ay era r&Cftticn to 
& yagsa te% 0 SoE96ay t 2 say uri^a of tfcat little tarflpo 

Thea» 90 sausy things £ fmssd to ooaasast on* that 'this ?#X1 up Tsssiisg a 
aratte laagthy lontcab Oh mlX s *gso you wsrt n t 3i&L> 

X an aetouadflfi shta I «*a& of ptopfte sS» tel&svo tfesA tises i&ilte solas of to*ky mist 
pay few tha c&na of vtoii* i^te w3k sas© liiafeare th®;a* oo^« r X donH m& any 
of th*a» rl^h^Ci-tSB offering to g£$e up tbaig Jo\a ox? j$8|£ fc#ssy to ste ths 

own® of lighting x*ai aajuattcsfio fifeen will ptopftd Xsasas *£h&t oa» aoroag 1* aot 
wofe^l "ey e^sSisg agro «se6$?gs3 to S.t? i&* can m:; V&c toconscs -s2s© eta a? aoos 
taB£Hfo&& acwSsisSsa. sad «$a© gK«s$sin1*=4&y $Ee3&dica& Josfcag. thai X, euet p&*'?« How ©&n 
fjggpif justify this Insanity? ~ 
'^i ksi th* mat uEprajut&Gad p&totm I know* X oeuM (&coaaG£i aem $xgq£ but X°a se-t 
going to 0 ao ^u&t take ay vostf, foa? Ho I h&va aeon fcoih oidaa of this lasuo* and 
caao mmy o&gity on fcoih oemts» X°H se^ eitua^ion ^nd X»t you all e«9 i^r 

I a£g&t >j@ a tslfl© t&ttftTe 

$p fdf9 9 «o«& 9O0£2d feso^g 1» S^aUih« to %t aos« «pAOifie e al» a a of GufttimfeXan 
dsso®?rb 0 Sb® liStQ T!^@d &t for S.<S jfaagRu opi2saK©d to «y 11 yee^n &h» 1* » 
sroat Tm'isesr^ alecst «W3ri^3^u. ; An :Tpxt,, Rex ^KfffcaTss-^ up to a $oir& 'Stmt i»je 
osor ooaaid«ircd uimttalm^ld* H®r z^^Kxd f©r her ^soaXXo&t nock b&a ^tolag 
p«V9««& ov^r fox 1 t^^9C ^roseotlc^B that ^®»t to ttf& se^i $$& a traits f«aalo (tabs ha^otd 
feo ba »0Kts»ls3g th* «&th ? t ws ss»i©3?lty Amov* 

TbvWi 0£»» "&fftX3fetiv@ aotl^n"o fc^^Ct Is^at^^ss oti^ to chfofe ua out e lo 
«s^L o^mX^e thoy fo^ad m &&m®t perfect iroxS<«r havlr^ hsx aarx-sor l^lag raptd V t?» 

yfaey ohocd^l fjss^iscr &sd teXd ay wlfo th^t a^nOfl ^ouXd sadeo Th® 
eosp&ssy «»dNltt«d thftt i^t4. «fao \BCQttg®& D acd ^ods &a&oo set doim to d»t8Xffils» 
h&t-' to srl^ht th« «£cHSg« Qm Iwrn^i^tmr corfl^j&d tiv^-';. ho»34 rocel^o & pToaotlos 

A fu^r th&s^? heff^oatfie tte^ts^ JlK-.-ay tot th3 election to ^o&ai^bays 

I^&a;^ ^8z» mft ft eftSft f$m® m Ix^tloa i^s teizsg oo£sooted 0 sot tSaeotz^ furthwr 
IftjiwUooc. twt fey rlghtrlwe t2jo &cmz» ftmt JtXz& i^fit^^t&ve notion l«ft tdth Ga2^sr e 
feit Quotas x&aa&n* X e^XX w E®sat3.v® act5j5C ,i .} 

X lteti°3 otm #»sxe it rcae^iia to6ay P &b& bB^ln sqt sto^o ssresr vlth 
^aooo svogxeftasofi Tilth good aeepUws porcaot^^a*; essis^ my «oy r^pAdiy c Although 

ay uoxk ai6B°t ohaag« la tho offlof* tkm satire X x@09ivad f&r it took a ton for tfca 
oocftc about 3 yecr« ago» Ooiaeiaft^teUy^ that mm tSw tlm «htn ft n»v «uper?ioor took 

X bftva two oo=»tN»&cs2e «ho So tte^ thing X &p ©a th« stm ftMfto One blaok 
and on* is ft vshlte girl vho livoa ^.th ft ttUok ana th»y axd oagasod)<> Tir»ft« 
two co^!ic^c»s8 had Just hron px^M^od into tb9 Joty :-co now «11 do s wfolla X hnd thros 
ysftss of oxptrlsnoe &t th» tim our nsw wttpexvlw"; took ov«r. 

In 3 y&aam »y ocxsox haft st&ffor^d e^tlaafik ftft^r e«to&3k uttiX® oddly eno>agh 9 jay 
o©-*mrfe«rs outlook ho* te^ghteR«do Tho b3Uv8k guy X -Mork with (isho h&pposm t» «. 
good friend) 1b and ewLvaya Jia® Isoan aSjctafe ■jaroasc ^y fvnialA oo^ss^sr aad svo:r^os» 

In the ooaputox ytoa e^o^M ttfvm tliey foui^d out this guy i&a %ei»g oooeldesod 
for Tjsrcaotion while X rays ^aoto ?ly ^S&ok fsioad «a« ^uaHy «urpri«sd that our foaalA 
oc- «os*«r tols osing oo^ia«sea aus noU» not s© c Stoithor one of th®» got th> JoK 
X mm oonsidftrcd tho f arwito W tho ratik and fil# of th» ooJ^put«r rooaa until it m» 
diftoovftscd thftt X *&SB°t oos»idftE«dU 
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Reeent?y fl the Credit Card Center has been feollrg the seonoaic crunch aa& as a 
result out two centers are eomhiniago This has caused some shifting arouixi of personnel 
elnoe we have almost Z of every position available* (Sose people are not raoviag here 
from Balelgh* though,; ahlch oakes sose jobs safero) 

Hells when it cam time to fill the slots in ay ares* ay two eo~wx?k*rs survivedo 
X did not and X will soon he deaotedo The worker who took ay spot? Oh y«ah a she 0 a a 
girl that was promoted less than a year ago, and who presently serves as a, -3»ckup to our 
areao Six years on sy job meant nothingo 

Amoco has a policy now to "treat all employees fairly regaedless of race 0 ©olor 0 or 
areedo* Y<ao B they have their quotas^ X have a f ew friends who are in sanageasnt that 
oonf ira that "unofficial" quotas are indeed in effeet 0 X as presently filing a protest 
with Amoco and considering legal action because npj, X do not feel that ne and Ay faaily 
have to suffer because of someone else 0 s warped^ asinine sense of Justice^ Xf nore 
people shared that idiotio Ideal that wakes as pay for ay father 0 * mistakes* who knows,, 
we might even return to the days when the faaly of a criminal suffered the s&aa fate 
as hso Perhaps we could see indentured servitude sake a comeback^ where descendants 
would remain enslaved until a debt was settledo 

In answer to Mark Lsw°s assertion that one must wish to be black to convince him of 
discrimination against whites 0 « 0 bullshitS There is no logic to that statement at allS 
Xf God were to come down and tell me he was going to sake m black® I°d seespt it and 
ay career would skyrocket But X am what X am and not wanting to be something else 
does not change the fast that X°a paying for someone else°s aistakeSo 

This is one of the few things that X°ve disagreed with Beroh on lately 0 tat he°s 
got a long way to go to convince m that X must suffer in this asnner 0 His comparison 
to a race is close* but still off base 0 My forefathers won their races already 0 because 
of their skill or other "horses"* handioapso This is no longer the same raee 0 though,) 
Karko Svery generation begins a new r&oep and you advocate giving me more weight in 
the middle of ay racer. If I°ve got a lead,) it 0 a because X earned it. Who among y®u 
can tell as I didn Q t?J Enough^ though,, on this lamentable topic* 

On season separation requests, X love the idea that Hark tew attributed to Ch eesecake 
that players must submit the most likely retreat results and their orders based on thesj 
and a separation request would be granted only if something else ariseso X suggested 
to Ron Brown a few months ago that no vote on a draw proposal should count as an 
abstention,, Someone proposed the same thing somewhere in Vg, but I can°t find it 
(wonder why?)o To detail it further^ if no one vo$es 0 the proposal fails due to lack 
of interest (better in that respeo^ than KVB«y*s) a A GK may add an additional 
restriction that j- of the surviving countries must vote yes c Of course B one "no" 
would still shoot it downo ; - 

Moving right along,, the military and tJ*S 0 involvement have received a lot of press 
latelyo X°m not going to comment <itt that now 0 but X would like to say something about 
a related topic e that of our new n so^istioated 8V weaponry* American technology has 
always been superiors but converting that into things that work seems almost impossible o 

X am sickened by private contractors who milk ofit government contracts for all 
theyore worth sad in return delive* an inferior quality producto The Ml tank* the 
G-130 cargo plans (or whatever it i#) 9 have both tjsen shining examples of effectiveness 
losing out to sophlsttcatlono i : 1 

What good will these weapons or jbranmports do up if they won°t work la battle? lie 
have tanks that osa go 100 miles or so before refilling^ cargo planes sad fighters that 
spend half of the time grounded for repmlrs 0 sad many other "technological marvels" 
that are simply ineffective over the long haul* All of this for the pursuit*, by 
unscrupulous businessmen* of the almighty dollar*. Xf you ask as the average person 
in this country has more to fear from big business than it does from the Soviets or 
any outside aggreamor 0 

Xf this country ever falls c you can bet that business will be behind it Q The 
longer Republicans like Beagan stay In offices the stronger business gets and the 
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closar m got to a cosfcg&QtoXy \juaiaci33- '£e$Anato& ascisionoeo Governs&nt ' :, o£ 'Una psjsjla* 1 
say soon ba a thing of too past. 0 * 

Final};*,* Ckarcy H&alia ia & sro&t writer* X h&vo &lwa#8 feli thic and Mb huaorotais 
©toey about cutting "eeaa oil 4 in a, truck wcs n&raXy oo^iraatien of what X know. 

?hat°c At foj? now* Kee? up the good «or£« BS3JXI Xesouss #85 of Voice of Jgoog 
uiil Xo»s fc» ?eifts£ta3Kf* sssLt^r t/i a beut «v©r in tbs history of tfcs h©T% 0 

({Mfrcwte therol A-gff&ghts it was d©^at„ but 1st 0 a not 00 cvarbcardo 
tfou £&v$ <r?sry raafioc to be bitted and to take actics?* ov«r your treataont at 
Abooo 0 X agree with ywsc vi«we on this is&tisr a humted per coat. 

As for tba #£iu&ii©a regarding dsafesrUve or irsfexlor 3*3 * nilit&ry oaulpnent® 
let fl e put mma aore tiUsao it b©longs 0 X£ tha geK/sraaant ie billing to aseept 

iai'eric;* iieaistnryo then it Q a Saard to ^asso buainesaos fee Rolling i* too q o et$poe« 
Hornet Jos 2?uaa business X aafi subaita his oos^pany 0 * bid to Ucsua S&a,. taking into 
account atoat it will coat his oaaaaay' rowfac* gcw?d ^ultj^snt. Xte«p be get the 
oentxaot? of saota The sovorsaeat c&eoaea aTTomr bl&fori o&s who will nabs 

I <teH hare tha al&ghtest idea of what I°a tftl&i&g aacui 0 
Tfte aeluticxi you ae&tioa mf&?3izsg separation ra%ueete is ail righto though X 
prefer the X hsffe it law* As for Garay HoaXic^ he°a right up there* a&cng tha 
aoet ontort&sjjiag wsrit.sra ia th$ fceWy 0 X just wish tie ooul& see % little sore of 
hi® ss©r!t» aero ©ft©# rt }) 

Tub follcHlcs letter was aent to Alex froa Gxsg mi»o Xt is psdatcd to® vith 
AjUnc°6 attcl (^9g°9 jK?r»io©5.cap ali^t3^ odltsdi 

Xte AXox f 

X b®y« 1$»cq iRtcnAing to you fc^ ojudio «oas tis»* mv? «olt&ol &zsd voa^c aomt 
ooao fivct» X ^C99 alr&yfl t»@s i^a?oim^ % youe %eitit^ c eu*^ &ovsuc ao nush ob the 
celtm^ in tto» *ml , wvs*®z$ ias»@« Ae & to^H0gag?» X mzs$m* tbat 70U «r»iOd finite 
notttSftUy look up te <n ^ro%^i^i n tbst yoa kaon &s e^o^«c of ^ot to b* likoo 
Vonr s»f «mioo gsm^ mn gre^tij ta^uodod thsougfe tho bo^fcsr 0 and aov you an '*di*= 
appoifitod aed difiiXXutitood^ ffeo&tly* Osm°t oay ea X biaao you. X too toom di»- 
iUmionad aftor ny first @aeouDtova uith the ssaX 'fo^XAo Xt ewwl to ae that it ma 
Juat liSee higb so3)eoX» ooiy wasto* Sm^itot yoa 30 you t&li find tha gXayavfta 
and X do&°t saan I&p&oaosyo Asaziaaaa «xo gou&raXXy in gcod stus^ei w» don°t nav« to 
wongr about abac* oar nwet smX ia ooaias froa» na cava 7077 XittXo otmaoo of being 
iirodedo m& m ®njcy t&e highdst atit^ted of livisig in w^ldo X g^aso tbat base 
tseqfl&m 9x0 tod &a prelOjQfi «dXvo3%^ aad In abeSaoe of zroal p^obil«stf they note «p 
soaa« That is i&at X ^eliovo haa hapgemd to you e-zd and the othore* Sosaoaa 
bad nothing better to do sith his t^isa ttei to taX^ about zotsmm eXaa D and a jswtt&a 
waa invantodo 

Sotf X £oc°t kxm the azstire etoty beHSad p£&£&m with ^ou aod ((aoac other 
2«o73«)) Q and quite £ran&3jr» X doa°t oarao But X go think that your goaotlon ifen°t 
the pGcopoar one 0 Yeu havo aald that ym esjoy writ^. ^ay are you allowing aoiieoae 
elae to tafee that joy &m& fsou yatfT X very ajtffih anjoyad raadins vbeA you «rote. 
tfhy nuat X be dsprivod of ay Joy beeauea of a thirds party? 

Yeu are oWiovaly mature fox yooi cgep and pftob^bXy saore aataw than aoat of the 
hobny e ?ou will fiad thi@ eart of biojuacicgo b«^tabbing and politioking cwaryahare 
you eoo ViXX you almys r®a«t the aa^s «iy? X hope neto Xf you enjoy ariting and 
eeeing yoor HQQCda ptznU^edo ^ea do it and d&w the reeti Xf you so longer enjoy 
writing, then oisit and daan the roat! #bat you do in tSiis Xif© is up to you«, ae doa°t 
let AKtBOm tell yon ahat to do Kith It! 

X fellow eone vary cis^lo polioies« I aa &a oot^lateXy honeat aa X can be at all 
tieeai X think before Z aotf and X alaaya do ^»t la beat for ge» beeauao X can never 
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figure oat lihat ia beet for anyone else* Hy wife sand X hare «m of the test relation- 
ships X have ever scene end for one xmoat we can b» honest with each ottmg 9 So 
away people play gasee with each oti»r 0 Sow evt*n believe that they eau help 
another pmo& out Jay lying to then* X eoaelder ayaelf to b» en intelligent person 8 
but X an not snort enough to decide B&ttere for aeneous else* X giro the& all the 
facts ee I see than and lot thorn decide for theascl/eso Thia deosn°t aleuya aorfc» 
out ths othor Hay ximty ever werkeo 

X also follow these polieSae la ay saat^playlag and letter-writiago The only thing 
in your last ooXuan that diaturbad aa (other than the foot that you intend to julti) 
aaa tha oeaaeat to tha eff act that you trust certain ptopla whenever you arito to 
thaa personally* Xf X read that eumetly than you are writing tbiage to people you 
have never aat 9 end trusting thaa not to pass along ubat you hers saido Vbat do you 
aay to thaaa paopXn D that truly needs to be eeidp that you weuldn°t want seneoae alaa 
to find out? X would suggee* that aaything that you mate, ba unwilling to have 
publlsbsd eboulann be aald at alio 

X raally didn°t seen for thin to be aa preachy aa It la tur&ias out to Xt 
wee aaant to ba encouraging aad full of praise ii X will try herder next t£ae 0 Hy 
friends down here have to put up with ay preaching ovary day Q so bo glad that you live 
la a*w York* 

Xf you do decide to arlta sgala* X would bo aoat interested to hoar your reepoase 
to tha lataat hunting article X found it vary hard to argue ettho Bid you know that 
tbay do tha saas thing to Elephants in Africa? X bars always liked Slaphaata& ahioh 
probably explains ay Bspuhlloan leaningsc aad X actually aaa 50 or so killsd on 
"Believe Xt or Sot" tha oaner night. Tm ehow caan on right baf era "The Say After" 
aad X aaa acre upaat by tha SOopbanta! 

well* X have to m* X hops thia wasn°t taken tha t&oog way» Xf you have ever 
heard tha song "Gsrdea Party" by Sick Kelson thaa you tow sbat X aa trying to eayo 
X aa sending a oepy of thia to SS&X for the sine 0 Xf you do or do not want it printed,. 
Just lat hia knowc X aould lifts for aosa of the people out there «ho really need to 
see thia advise to see it„ and X know that ay tons aaa suits a bit softer with you 
than it aould have been had X written thaa directly* Sxplainfcng their behavior to you 
ooaee out bettsr than explaining it to then* Take eases and X hope aa all gat a 
chance to aay a»°re sorry before ' lt°a too late -~ bat then again® «e all have so 
anon to be sorry fori 

' ain^a apaalc of paoplai average aiada apeak of thiageg 

((Alex reoalved a largo aoaber of respoaese to her last ool»&f aany of then very 
nine llfct thia ana 0 A ooaaan thread ran throughout aoat of tha letters she gots grits 
again jf aha aants to. And that a a; hov it should bs c aUl alaaye aalaoae Alex°s 
Ooluanir aad when aho aants to erita it. Xt aaslalaays one of ay favorite parte of 
tha sins. X have diaouaaad thia afith Alex* and although aha baanH tht tlas to write 
regularly aay aore 0 aha ia not ruling out an oooaiieaaX artiole for ua 0 

Actually* X don°t agree e n t i re l y atth averytM|B Greg aaiaV Vs do not exist in a 
vaouuat other people oan and do affect our eajoyaent of oartaia aotivltieeo Xn real 
life ve auat aoaetiaaa put up idt^^aepla or eltuatlona as dialilBS* Xn a laebby sueh 
aa oure 0 if people sake it unenjoyaJp*, aa oaa leave Ito Xt°s easy to sjg ^daaa th» 
rest" «*> but it^s net alaaya ao saw to doo | 

.Greg°e advise about trusting people atm one has never net ia very uise s There are 
vary few people in the hobby that X have never nets and aould trust tilth ay personal 
seerete* Xn facto there are very few that X have set uboa X aould ao trust* Alex 
herself la a very trusting peraon (probably because aha ia very trus tworthy) D and X 
think that aha and aany others aould do sell to heed Greg°s words on that point* 

Alex thaaka (and ao da X) all of tha people who were kind enough to reply to 
her last srtiolet later Aaseffe ?rod Ztarie* aria Kane P Jia miiaaa, aad 
Steve Knights to aaae Joet a feww And ay thaaka to Greg for letting aa print this*)) 



Froa Ivo Bounaan ( 11/6/93) i 



Daar BHJX , 

Getting your iBstaa S3, as well as the Header B^sgonso Folic I f aaed ©nough 
reason to ?elt© you is#r4a* I toosr yau 0 ve asked for a quick raeponsej and I°m sorry I 
ciMn°t sake th&t 0 Veil* you a*& L . X enly got your Vg 83 In October^ ana t# thou I use 
heavily studying for an eaaa, ? But thcafc God X°ve ^Q»2 "fch&t one noire so tim to get 
ii3aPolv«^I in Bip again* 

How 'agsfar® I «ey & few tMiiga about the poll,, f irat let raa *xpl*i*in the picture X 
Aiaolu&jdr Xt°e eot a good om s hut jcraeticslXy the only Tjith a© la It that X 
'we & ne^atlvo off and It la appreciate sinca It show a few other players as wall- 
Okay* last a® first toll y©u t&o is ao in the picture* X°a tfto ©as with tfea blue Be ly 
Kusio T-3hfet 0 Thia picture urn tt&srn lost Fetai&ry* So Jure official 0haa?loae&<;$ 
Ketches ©v«ry year* This yam* had tm> "sesifiaale", folth t*eaty«el«ht popple 
takiag part both tias&a froa whlsh two tiaee tfcreo ^Ulyos* igualifleft far the final*, 
to b© h^ld Ssftaatett: 1/. Xfe-3 £2.rst acsiltifiala aero ia Groaing&a in tfe used 

a ploes aaHitu aJ lha tf&lrtiB^ tshich 1© kind of & bssr nhere alt Hinds of aid £&a#s axe 
pl&y«d 0 Xi&o chess c droughty Go s aad Z%l©siafly,, That a groat 6i2vir$B»®ntJ He 
playod W on Saturday odA Sunday a&d the three paajilo having scored teat qualified 
for the flwCUo Mow the picture zhsm tho& fl as* wall as Xocrt yeo?°B oba&plon? «ho 
fsutomtioally guallfi««o X°X£ give you tbo aasn.rs; from Icrft to right tcu @ae Hob 
van da? Burg 0 Teljo Itoernfc&pa bo and our defoadi^g eh&apion Jen Foringeu Laat nssth 
the oth^r fio^ia&ls wsro p^yad 0 so cow it la f&U<tanm tabo Kill lie playing the 
fiaala in 2&o@nter 0 The finals lajst y«ftr £ that X luc^ Quotish to qualify for too r 
E««.sit to r»s tba 1»»t f&co-io-^ca ggae X°ve o7©r picked e^@ji though X only e&oa in 
eirfchc Apft^t fpon tMa «ospdtitiQ«e lehioh id oicj« X pa?tiG*ila?Xy lilce th? atao^hero 
tteat thsf*? waeJ^x^Js distii^ttish* .^d X eja eippa^istly s»t tho oaly one who thlnfcs ao» 
sinpe baaito ths«t@ «ee>srde f the actual chasapiezihip thsr© are b?iag a&g&alsed 
^JeroraJ- "^osiei^ as» tjello That 4«fiatv-^ly is & act?iat^« crC living in a cauatry as 
ssrIX as the Stetl^rlsi^SsI Ycm havo to <teiv-a for At »oat thrss hmcs to get 
**»r«vacr ^asi msxb te c>o» H«st £oa^h are or^a^.cl^s a oou c^&ir5 E and «e are golss 
to tary to p}.ay a variant is wfeioh ^ouxtc-sa ^agrg^ ^tey oaa garaa,, Oc^r^os ore forsad 
to ocaaK&aS. o^e ooufitry» That kk&s -?ou havs "better poitti^ilitlea to s3agotiats» hut 
also that hav^ to a^ee with yot:^.- jratsm- on «^mt oovee to ae&sif X°a very curiou* 
hem tJmt°s going to ho a In tba past hav$ also plowed the stab variant face- -to- 
face (thEj vfi^ioat «h@ro only -'ciie oov&s o^etru<^t9d c?sa visualised on the boa£d) n uhlch 
appeased to he groat fun! 

Now let $e tell you id&t X tlxixSs of Vojtoe ^f Fli«t X°ll giva an orersXl 

i»pros8i€^ £ then X°ll glvo etw oonaents on 3. oon^e e>f ^ucettoie on your fora* Tjae 
yoioe of Dooa as a ^hole X ei&Joy t$em2fij&xBl&$ l| euppliew ko with on lj*aene$ aaount 
of reaolOtf^um X sys^lf lllse (aafy^u know) the ^aae of Dlplomaoy e lot e text sleo 
very interested in any other enbj*:t nell r al»s«t nny other suojeet, and X feel 
very auefr related to the Aserioan pay of thlnfcins* So what Vg espeeiftlly provides m 
with is a ehaaoe to road a lot absut ell th&t at o aco, not having to correspond with 
all those people personally. X &ub**0 hy the wyj thst X°vo anewered question 10 o a o 
with this* ((The question read* *?fhat do you enjo^r »ost ahout JJ? n O) As far as lO.b. 
goes let m say that there is nothing X really haip 8 "hut things tfemt X don e t partieulazly 
oave for are the ondleaaness o^ ho^zserul* dlee^sc^onee QKlng diaouasione r etc. X an 
interested in it p thooglj,, but aoae^nsa it soeea to set m% of hand e as far as quantity 
CEoeSo To coflRoat on a couple of quest lcns e let m brief^ give you ay opinion on 
those ffistterso V0 cleo have imameu3m t quite epeoSf io on certain setters^ ^ut not 
that apeeifte* Vhat X oonaider sost Important of th^a is our last ruls» in which 
m put it very oXearly that in eases of doubt m are thai oses that are rigfet. mat is 
of eourae oloitaly related to our QKi&s* Of course m do jaot accept just everything, 
but in general we ooraldor it in the interest of all players to hav$ a good gaae» And 
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tft aooapt let** oxdaxa swsar di^Aaiab ©ao°a ohf^sofis of «/i#fctfffiy P but It Is to 

tfce tonefit of to game (aftov s3&i $*» *aate to by an ujatol^ed SHE « ? ©a*°a 
oppoaaat?)* aaoftaas of tbo «S*033f58»BUoo»d X wsuld rala A Boh S A $11 a»& A Stl 3 
A &&4ia? ox ooxEoot* &mev«r $olti&tag out to ^tajta- that b» ©$wu34» 0 t *3o that* 
(0?oa°va oasafMaod m e 2 don°t mm anyttiiBg woag tiitfc tfcooo offeree oithar r usilae* 
Ton aoaa tfat tfeay a JaaMfessr m waXX.)) Buft Bwea* ssMOiso tftoa you 2»&i fMa 
that X cca#X«teXy ogsaw «ith you *baa yow oay th&-& poop&& #S&y!ng in VD atosXd lo»v 
y<ra ssea ©teiois, aal toss© oaxaaot i»M t&at ogaifiot y«w abac iofiy°sw beooa&ag a 
vletia of It* 

Ttar* is aaottao? sattar that X matt to ooasaeat m $ aad that .is the coairoraeeioft 
you as* do&Xiag wXth, a? dac&i «£th« Xt ia iatoxoati&s to I»&m f :c©» you 

Aaojloaas tar It oao go* Fotf&na&toSy in tho Sfeiberlaisda i» havaaH had &C'tbizg XiSo* 
ft "food." ytt* ((Xro taws ooso of tits feobby°s food* ia acoa det&a, aad 

ifeca o^ae&s&oa* <,<>}) Xou «0X Mem Uko idiotal 

Vail, X$t ro n**gfc this Xattov aita aoaethiog & Xitt&e acoro "light* « Ky plaas 
to imt yoa» of gotsg to ibo State® aga&u X goaro tbsy axo j«ot^r X«w Kov t aiiac© 
X «iU pcob&al? go to f as? & *oa3»(, *S»io& irilX b* in JuXy, tbu* X9*s*iBs bo 

XiitXa Usui So plcva anotSwa? ?#?atioft<, Jtat t&»a csaiSt t^^a J f »&? X f ao»S»4 & 
?ftcstl$& ia S^tw^astd in ii^tt&t 9 and ^izs^3^ deaidod (l£ts«o to£oxsa ^i»iOK-co) 
to ^ o£f to fe^ toiijoia©© isv A^UI Ki«ist X a© ao w^jRu X pffob»1^ go to 
tfcc SoatSioaistfi Flojtoi ox JMwa&tfcs^., ite te»t tte X aas id to tf.S, X ^^cJtoi 
t£» 8e« SJj^aaft tew pasni&g ihsough AXtaaya tha hi^iSieh^ of t&&t 

tv-ciy t^S'a ACfidift %tetti asd root of aXX» tho xaftix^ talo X aado m %tnmfr*3 
%lrvi\> he&BSil That 3?®3fl? X aut^> visi^ad ^ou^tcX ml AaA aiaoo X ^soi&o& Htm 

zot&tKml X««st s'flai?,, aetks tha TO Voet^« sad thi» ye©r X Uw*XXr?a tterongo 
th& te^teet» X f^r« thai a£ X so «^ais^ it c^3fw3^ tho Sot^s«sl-*o ^afca to 
tto iavit^ttox ®agmf a aM «a jrou !sav«r you jiwt ni^bt ^ot a ©all 
ttart tssoii tet I°r at ihs AX^feagr Os^ajl^^ e^tioao.B 

*f«&t u Xaat {imsUm A^ X aaid t^Jf^sa^ ^ affo^ffi eore ssmat swadiag s&tarl«3,» 
Oau X taaalats on jsrtio2e to>a it ovozg vsm aad tbasEt* of oooroo uasics th» 900x00 
aad tho vritas?? 

^JoiX* tfcat°« about it« X foo^e all. thte saIob® a Xi.ttSla oarswi. A» m eng ia Satohi 
Today X a&t oa sqr ta5&~02»ate>' 3 
Kaop aadling* 

looiyo Todaa^ X aat oa my ditto mdH%m 9 £md dam^ad ay xajacoduatioa 
©ottip»ant, San, faol tsmo to taoaaawte aaytfcdnj you oast ftoa V£ date S^itoiiS 

X ^^n> you do BfijQKgo to m&s* it to t&s Xo?oXy (?) !tetboaat iSoa ysia c-5?a to tlwe 
Stotoa. Got yooraaS? to tb» Htts^jUtid $ta»tioa asd I n XX rush ov^r tc g;«t ^ui 
(But if yoa ^Lv^ ae mm aK^aoe 3eti&> 9 ta» to plan to sbov you ttixraada ) 

X fcoaa you acoa°t ofSoadad bgr W dolot^sa of yon? ooanvata oa faadai X Q C r&tber not 
pzlat tbat atoff aay mm and stay jUttaxa xaoantay havo an2fosod BJaiiax f&toa«« 0 
Ton asco ooc^oot to GtmawQ 9 tboua&» tbat aoao odf ujs bahssvc Xifca idiots ao^tiesaao 

Tteaka fox tbs jbotoi X is&ftgiaod yon au&t oXS^3?» Xt°» iato««iatiag to sos^ 
about tl» nxtoh aoUff sad ite dav^^apaaat^ Koop uo tvaedt pXaaso. 

Xoor paiXoao^ ox doad!Uaaa o^a load to ^b^aas» How lata in "CSC"? ?w> twi^a? 
Thaa if ?our atatad tetdXiaa !• 8 o°oXooJt 9 yoor gtal d«a^Uao is 10 aod 3rou°x« 
d»ooivizzg tout pX^osa to telX tb9a otbosradat. Mvo aiaotoe? Than ft^oo?.d t®H 
your playaxa terti^uUy that tba ^aadlia* ifi 8t0$ 9 aot 8jC0 o x°a 00397 ^ it tovada 
hard a a aa dy bui a OK to dsair tha IZoz soaomvo or t^o &m would be doXayad 
iaoafioitoift «ad aiaoa taa Xiao aaat bo dsoxe^ ho a5^bt aa mil teU tao ^laim 
tcutfcfuXXy liMKOp Klad of Xika aoao of Vm atataa haxa* a&o toll ym that tho apoad 
Xinit ia 55 ailoa par aouxa, aad taoa appooxitioaXay iet aotoriota got a«y ^ 

Vm, Ttaaxo X so with oao of tboaa QMftas diaowieieaa you doa°t oara fo?«>»)} 



From Peter Ansoff (ll/i?/83)i 
Dear BRUX, 

I don't care what everybody says — It's hard to stir up controversy In the pages 
of VD. I mean, I heated the mighty BHUX on the subject of houserules, and what did I 
get? One offhand remark from Eric Kane — and he ended up agreeing with you! I Guess 
I'll have to try something else. Let's see, I'm in favor of ERA, legalized abortion, 
handgun registration, and tax reform, and I'm against school prayer amendments, the 
exclusionary rule, and tuition tax credits. Any takers? 

I would like to stand by for the SIR IDS game. For some strange reason I expect 
that you may be wrong about it being over too fast. 

((Sorry, it's overg the houserules won.)) 

From Ed Wrobel (11/24/83, excerpts, ellipses expunged) i 

Dear Bruclfer, 

I've finally wade<3 through your anniversary issue* I understand all the hoopla* 
I enjoyed several of the articles* "How Not to Get a Puppet" was very good, I also 
got a tickle out of the "You Missed the Deadline" cartoon,, Berch on accepting/rejecting 
articles, your own "Real Publishers Don't...", the "For Better..." cartoon, and the 
euphemisms. Gary's play was hilarious. Quite flattering to be portrayed as the 
representative of sophistry. 

How delighted I was to learn that I have the fifth seed for Doomie of 1983 "for 
double-ordering units", fox X am a Doomie and X have double-ordered units. It is 
true that X receive Voice of Doom and that several years ago my orders were disregarded 
by a game sma star for misuse of holding nnd supporting. Your readers can't write. 

X would be remiss to chastize Ms, Extrom for her rantlngs and ravings. It is 
surprising that she failed to notice my tongue. Further , it would appear that Ms. 
Extrom and X are, to some degree, mates rexually. X (am) a working model of abnormal 
psychology. 

Kudos to Nelson Heintzman for his very cogent commentary on the effects of racial 
slavery on U.S. economic expansion. The emphasis on "righting past wrongs" misses 
the point of aid programs to blacks. The purpose is to ameliorate the pro sent -day 
effects of those wrongs both past and present. We are not discussing a laboratory 
experlemM., a mathematical equation or & computer program, but the real world of 
today. Personal prejudice Is not the same as institutional racism*. Perhaps a 
different kind of example would be persuasive to those sharing your political beliefs. 
Let's hypothesize that lily-livered liberals (president Extrom, Vice-president Wrobel , 
National Security Advisor Walker) take over the U.S. and disarm unilaterally. Then 
the Russians and Cubans conquer the country and enslave the population. They bring 
in their own to colonise and act as a ruling elite. Americans have no rights; their 
property is seized s educational and health systems are allowed to deteriorate (except 
for the ruling elite) j your own gjwat-great-great-great grandmother (then a young 
woman) is raped by a Cuban. Therd Is no legal redress. You and your ancestors can 
pass for Latinos. i| 

After centuries the yoke begins* to slip some. Americans gain some rights. They 
can drink out of the same water fountains as a Russian. Their athletes can compete in 
professional organizations with communists, Sventuallj they dare to engage In mass 
civil disobedience. Many are beaten, maimed, killed but some gain a measure of 
political power. A few Russians and Cubans (labeled "American sympathizers" by their 
hard-line colleagues) are persuaded that Americans should not be treated as second- 
class citizens. Still it seems absurd to integrate schools. The children fight and 
even if the schools aren't equal, they are separate. Besides, Russians and Cubans have 
the right to set up their own private schools. It would be ridiculous to bus Russians 
miles away to attend some dlxty, dangerous American school. Why, they don't have 
enough books or teachers in those schools. And the teachers themselves are Americans, 
none of whome received training In the best universities. Veil — as an American who 




can almost "peas" you gain eoae iaflaanoe with sympathetic oosales and rise to a 
Toaltlon of pomr within the Aatrloan ooaaunlty. But you are a W.t radical at tlaeB 0 
icu Maintain that Urn SunlM. ana Qabum ax. iiaalthy not tgr vfcrtwr of gmtUe 

*?? , ?* orlt j r ^ ■^ 0tt * f x 5 e °P ri * tl « B <* PWrtar Moaslos to you* AMxfean aamtan 
aaAthwqgh a otogMgagUooat. dUpolttan of catena w i b i m , You point art that 

Oa°«n teai-paoyH w paU aaiehtao than tmulmmn Yon 
S£T ft SSL 0 ?^f w^ ?5■ nrw n H at tarty awteaoo. cm (and 

5"? JS?fL!5f ^S B L5*S ,, L!!S?? ■* " tou 18 *»«*»«ar) * wt » stoat 

^J???^ lBf ?^f? 1 ' k3r ** o******* ofpwarfoji,, Hot only do you aftrooat. 
•t»*U$r f or Aaecioao., you «wt a mdtotaellatian of national walto, ton «■* w 
^Vff* ^»»rla«»> «obool» anfi 9m wwt a «m Aaerloana ami t. tb. Quban tnfcvmHtlM 

^^ a ^J^.^. M " w ^, ,or ^ , * hl * w JW« «W» to* "UBfaSrl- thay 
" B ?P u *»*f «• batyouaast amm. rtlaffrtnlnit.lan ana tt» Uiasal 
of th» partaroa aaaate. a»°t you km m «x» aU ««ual hm la thto 

SI? 1 ? 1 !?! '111 fwillii, .iiMartiT" But you 1mm that act aw «— .- 

•Viol than otaara. ton «wUaae to agitato «aA am mt*tmtmU& *y * Xoa& gunna 
*»1»m annwwtton «*th tb» MM ttite, Vary cat — 1* only you tw& toon 
fZZaOSZ' ^U^* I**"* « national holiday la daolasad in your 

^Si'fatTJr*^** **"* to **"••*• *° tt» laofc «f pcosMM on to. 

•eonwspemssnm> enasnpiim^^r M O 



((I have a dress that wr# I In the position you describe, X would not argue In 
favor of a redistribution of the national wealth and I would not want a few Americans 
sent to Cuban schools for free. Having been the vlotla of prelualce and unfairness, 
and having seen ay ancestors suffer through sane. I would not want to achieve equality 
by Inflicting hardships on others, unless those others were the sane ones who had 
brought this unhappy situation upon me and nine. I therefore remain unpsrsuaded. 

Good to finally see you agree that your units were double-ordered, and I*a glad 
you consider yourself a loyal, screening Doonie. Z knew all along that soneoae with 
your obvious penchant for fairness mist eventually see the light. 

As for anyone falling to notice your tongue, veil, that must be difficult 
since constant notion tends to attract attention rather than deter it. 

Enough of this. Dooaies, Ed Vrobel is the publisher of the exosllently-edlted 
sl» jUltesse. Perhaps I should take editing lessons from hi*...)) 

From Bob Olson (12/3/85, excerpt) i 

Dear BRUX, \ 

Olga says that sons of the oth*$r Nine Lives varieties (particularly the "Sliced 
Heat in Gravy* aeries — turkey, t»ef , veal, etc*) nre aueh better than Seafood 
Supper, which Is only eaten by decadent cats who?ve bean thrown out of the ESM, Also, 
Special Dinners brand Is also orated with the raal taste of ailk, and is crunohy 
and win clean your teeth. Like me. she has a missionary seal about her enthusiasms, 
snen X told her you liked cat food;, she said... well, never mind. 

((X tend to disagree. Xhe Seafood Supper X ate at Byrnecon was passable, though 
I've had much batter. But I*m mildly allfrgio tej Kins Lives and won't touch these 
days. T 

X v ve gotten to prefer dog food, anyway, and was disappointed that none was available 
at Xathy's house. Next time X may either bring my own or eat out. Thanks anyway 
for the advice.)) 



Froa Larry S>eery (U/23/Q3 *nd 11/27/83) • 
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Dear BRKi 

Raesived your issue number 85 today. 

It me an interesting iaau© 0 to say the Xeasto It ^minded me of some of the ©3* 
£era», baak In the dayia wh*n I was a college student and using tba sohool°s ditto 
machine^ I have a soft place In ay heart (or head) for ditto zlass p although I don n t 
think X could ever go hack to the daya $hen Z used that process 0 It la so auoh easier 
just to take it to the printer and say* *Run it 0 M 

Obviously^ X !iaven°t read It all,, X just glanced through lt 0 X will read It and if 
need be get back to y®u with further €»isaeatOo X d4dn°t know you ware doing anything 
like thi»o X had planned a large October Bailing but ay system is a lot different 
than ycureo Ky laet sailing ran around 160 pages but it wa& divided into four parts i 
the sine proper the I sari Boner Bole insert* the IWtff ((International Diplomacy Hall 
of Fa**)) aaittogo the Project Unioom inearth and, for BwsMpeana* a apeoial Xeaojo^io 
International edition (dmable reduction)., Xt took about 125 labels to get theTiret 
mailing cut s rolXotssd by a $6 labs! s©e©»& mailing* The second printing has gone out 
to about 25-00 people who respondad to the flyer ox whatever* 

X don°t iatend to do anything like that again 0 for a whilao My next big issue 
proteaUy won't bs until 198? when Xeno will fee 20 and X will bs 40o X haven ft t done a 
100th issue yet oith*? 0 although £ L ol3n 0 t plan it that way 0 But I°1X let Hod get his 
out of the my first Q The feedback to the Xaat issua has neon most intorestingo X 
havon°t devddod how X°a going to handle lt 0 X was going to repaint verbatia all the 
commenta t*at appeared In the ainee and the comments froa lettore but it would have 
taken far W> many pages to do it 0 So 0 I donH know,, 

X just f inished typing up the Diplomacy Cookbook materials and it sill sake a ni«a 
little holiday a&iXlngo Some of the recipe* are very goodo 

The January Xen o will be auoh smaller than the last om Q X°m hosting BsethovenCon 
here in two weeks* Xt will be a fun kind of event but we°ll have a few visitors i 
Melnel is rupposed to ba here,, Tigho said he is cooing,, and there will be the usual 
Los Angeled and Southern California people 0 Then over New Vears X hope to get up to 
I*angley f> a for Saf0on« I understand Tallaan is ooaing down froa Seattle with a mob* and 
Gary Couglilan said he is coming froa MaaphiBc So it should be fun* Jia is bringing 
down aoac bask issues of Vg and when ha is done and X have seon what he has X°H be 
in touch with you about getting ahold of bask issues for the Archives* 

Those are the two big projsots on hand* X°a trying to ooaputerise the listing of 
ay Archlvee« The first stage included stuff fxemithe m-e 1972 psriod and Included some 
2 0 000 issues of sone 115 titles (not counting my'f}tuff}o The next batch is relatively 
current and includes another 115 or so titles and i 0 500 or ao issues froa the last 
couple of yearso Then X get to start going through tho 20 or ao eases of junk that I 
have sitting around* X stumbled over one case the other day when X was rummaging in 
the olosst looking for a oopy of S£TPB fer somebody* X finally get tired of moving it 
around ao X looked inside to see what Mas in it 0 ;lThere were 2 50 issues of Garaustark 
(50-300), issues of other sines starting with G~4f; Somewhere there must bs a real 
gold aineo Vhen X finish this stuff X get to start on the stuff that wUl.be ooaing 
froa ton Hiller°a family and Seott ttarloy°e collection (whion-ie about as big as mine). 
Now you sas what X mean when X say this will take a year or so. 

The other project will either b» >tho April Xeno or a separate book* a collection of 
some 15-20 variant Dippy games designed by Galifornians. Xt includes some of BodSe 
Imperialism series, some of my older variants* acme from Andsr6on B Kaua 0 end pec>U in 
the Bay Area* In addition I have a couple of new onsso But xem^aet rushing that 
projeoto It°a kind of a fun trip* 

I plan to do another Peerlpoll late this year but other than that X have no plana 
for any great actlvitleao X do hope to make it to Lallan in July although my atomach 
rebells avery time X think about it* 
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How do you handle your archive*? I°a thinking about to log a IET ((??)} on that® 
on* of these days* 

Can you believe X <jet ay first Cfariatsaa oard yeeterday? Groan, OQ I alao got aoae 
oopiea of Boodlee Gin ada froa Hair York which Z am going to try and doctor into 
Boodlee ade» juet to aggravate Beroh„ 

((Proa tha othar letter <,.<>)) And finally have had tine to raad all of VP M5* I 
have written a reepoaaee is tha fora of an artlcle/Libretto but it la going to ba 
loag 0 at laaat fiva to aeven pagae (ahort fox aa but long for aoat slnoe)* If you°d 
like to you can have it for m Ctherwiae 0 I°ll uaa it aa tha theae artiole for 
January 0 a Xen oa It ahould act new reoorda in tha hobby for nueber of paopla it offanda 
in ona article* 3nicker e *« 

Of everything in tha ieaue,, Alex X«erd 0 a aoat lapreeoed ae 0 

(£«aU» anyone who fcela that w owH ba all badV «b? You ahara that opinion 
with aa and 3tava Knight p at laaat* 

I don"t aava ay old sinaai X aell thoa off in bua£Xsa 0 I°v« got a (big) box full 
of tlpea laft and hops to aall than all aoono 

Your October iaaue aoucda aa though it anet hava been a lot of worko Oongratulationao 
X doubt if X ahall ever again go over a aara 50 or 60 pagea 0 

Aa for bank iaauaa of Vg, I ragrat to tall you that aoat ara unavailable^ at laaat 
at thia tiaa 0 X do hava a few that &»inel probably doean°to Lot aa know what you 
naado And good luck with your archives 0 )) 

From Erie Sana (ll/28/B3)i 

Dear BHUK, 

o«.X?a eabarraaeed to aay that X didn°t oatoh tha title of tha Xaat iaaua until X 
eaw that ay naaa was aantionad and then looked up c ((Vg #86 0 1}) Juat for that, 
X°a going to aand you thia looong endgaa* atateeent to print up and retype* X ahou3/i 
win tha Dooaia of tha Year award aftar thia iaauol 

Valid StyroeOon waa a blaat but you alraady know thato X°U aaa you over tha Christ^ 
aaa holidays* I preeuaeo 

Bat Walker 1 * article* X woulfiflH Bind chucking all of you upatata hioka out of 
Haw York too. X think that we could eeperato Now York City along with Long Xalaad 
to fora ona «tato» and tha reat of you could ba another* Ne would beoone tha Eapire 
State and you oould beooaa Maw Yukl 

Raoiaa? That ia alaoat aa boring a topic aa religion* which la ourrwUy being 
dlaouaeed in tha pegaa of Anduin 0 

X don Q t aae how F Kio UH©1?;> o*n ba oonatruad aa anti ^ranoh or SagXieh, whenever 
X play Bngland and f/d eack aa (mm often happens to aa). tha Gasman alaoat invariably 
opena to Den* to ahow Trance that % intend* n$£ to oppose Ma gat ting Bel* Alao* 
how ia aaeuring Bnaala Sweden too pro-Buaaian? The aaaa night ba said if Trance baa 
aoved to Pie and Bel ((Bur?)) and ia trying to auMort lato Bel? I agsaa that it ia 
pretty doee aa to which ia sore "n»utral% but if- it kille aa, X will gat you to 
ofaeage at laaat ona houaerule ao I nan aay I did aog 

Your houaerulea are ailly beaana| you era going' beyond the apeotrua of unbiaaed : 
adJudioatoTo Aa aoaoose onoe aaicy t** toaohar in, you baa killed the GIU For ? 
ehrieeafcea 9 I doa n t play Dip to hava ay ordara grefedM Of course. If it will help 
aa win gaaee 0 who an X to ooaplaino*. ' 

((Sorry 0 but X view ay refusal to fix errant ordere as acre '^biased* titan tha 
aotiona of GMa who change player** ordsjPto aaka then worko You still haven 13 1 shown 
aa abioh houaerulea are ailly v aaide froa the three or four which are intentionally 
ao» X atill view 7 Kle»Ben aa aora ••neutral" than t Kl»^ol# but wa agraa it°a oloaa« 

X agree with your jaropoeod division of Hew York Stato« but you can alao hava 
Veatoheater and Bookland eountiaa and a aaall neat atora in Booheetarooo)) 



From wee Ives (X2/3/83)i 
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BRUXi 

Thank* oodles for the KHs* X have plagiarised froa them wholesale In the construction 
of tho HRs f or the Vordwoqeks, On top of that, your sine has a good boat, and la easy 
to dance to, ao hara°e $5.00 for the next tan issues., 

I°a enclosing a copy of the WordKorto Kite for you to gloat war? you aid I saam to 
bs of a aind whan it comes to ao^u£teaUon «~ there aia°t nothin 0 to oospore with 
solid bureaucracy to keep ona ocvercdS 

What follows ia a lattar I°v© been chopping around for tho past aonth or ao 9 soaking 
publicity for the aovfecrganising dploeacy game on my computer system — the WordworkSo 
Tho first gam ended laat aonth — France won* Thora ia oonaldareHUi disa^am&t 
within tha hobby as to whether e-aail gases are "standard" postal lUplosacyo Z 0 
naturally, doa°t saa any difference batman e-mail and USPO mail, except that ■ nail 
is fastar and acre likely to gat tharsf however, ay ufia of *noas d» nr$" has Huddled 
tho waters somewhat ~- especially sl&se nearly everyone thinks that since pilars 
have to call tha Vfga^worWl^aESbr to register thair acvea or (at least initially) 
contact tha othar players, that I oust ba conducting some aort of liaitad communication*. 
Gunboat types game,, Add to that tha unf ortunate fact that tho first m gasa was a 
largely local affair, and thus would ba irregular even if it hadn°t leen played by 
e~nail. oo wall 0 thara°s a passls of confusion about those saaesTTSc*pie are starting 
to oom around* though. 

Xou°re welcome to reprint fsealy frca this lott9?» but please ba anus that such 
tha some lattar has gone to about tan other sicoi&o 

((And then tho circular letter., co)) Z°a writlag to you to iwrito ym to aubacribs 
to iay now fanaino, and to play tha asm X&sloaaey game starting there* Tha gasa ia 
Wortbrorks II, abbreviated "W II W | the sins ia — well, this will take .\ little 
explanation^ 

Z am edltor 9 chief contributors and publisher of %]gm WordworfcSo which I sail an 
"on-line" aagaslns* It is an ELECTRONIC sagasis©, jSbSlShSr ea ay hose computer and 
distributed only to people who call njr Goaputer with their ooo$ater» Tho sine ia 
published continuously,, in that anyone can call £& at any time and read tta latest 
publications of The Wordwor ksg in practice, this seans that tha content is substantially 
changed every wsekor so, but "back lasus" saterUl is kept on-line for a conaidsrable 
period* 

The inaugural Vordworfaa gasa has just been ecapleted, and X as now busy contacting 
anyone who sight ba Interested In splaying Woodworks ZZ D The subscription rataa to 
the Wo rd works are unucuali there are none. All poBseona needs is a computer^ a aodes 
to ooansct it to the phono lines e and the iwllingneaa to pay aoderata long-distance 
ofaorgas (yea can call late at niflftt in order to take advantage of the low rates),, 
Callers to the Wordworto should 04U (919) 72>5^5» at 390 or 1200 baud* with (Mdt 
worde e one stop bite snd no parity. After a short introduction! the Wordworks will 
ask you for your password — if you don°t have a password (and a first-Use caller 
won°t, of course)* then you Just bypass this ojaesUono If you don°t enter your 
password, the systsa will ask you for your first and last names, and then will cheek 
the list of all registered callera to see if you*re known, Either way, you°re then 
n ln the system**, and able to read the sine* You $«n write aeoesgee to the other 
pUyerSj, or to the world at large] using either your real name, your head -of atete 
aliasr or any pseudenya you want to dream up* Plret^tins callera will often awe the 
Help featuree, to find their way around the system* 

Vhen playing the IttpXonaoy game on the Vordwork» e the players will not necessarily 
know each others 0 real aaaes e Houeerulee are available ia one of the sections of the 
Wordworks when you oall in. but basically, they work like this a each pftayer a when 
he/she signs up* receives an official pseudonya along with his/her country assignaenti 
this official •Don da Dip" will be something like "TSAR HI0BOU3- (for the player who 



If 



runs Bueela), and all official correspondence between the Twr and the Ctoaueaaetex, 
and the Toar and other playexa, to carried out under thie peeudonyao I feel thai thla 
afford* a oertaln anount of flavor to the gaae, and is a haxaleee affectation* la 
addition, it prevcnte groundloae fouda. Hot bowing the aeae of too pexaon behind 
Italy forces a player to respond to the actions of Italy, net the pexaon playing 
Italy* i*» nay have lean an eaeay In a different worlds. of ouurae, nothing preventa 
players from conducting perfectly eecure aad private negPiiaUoae with one another 
(via private aecmagaB left In the aeeaege«dellvery ayatca on the wbxdaoxfce, or. If 
ao dneixed, by awapping true nasee and conducting phone negotiations). 

Anyone who oalla the Wurdevia* la wciooae to coaacat on the ewe being played (ox 
on anything else, fox that aattex)i pexaon* wiafaing to ooaaaat on tl» JBplonaoy game 
aay wish to alga up using a peeudonyn (Hie, for la»taaoe« THE TUBS) la order to 
pxaeerve their anonyalty when ooamntlng on the Blploeaey gaae. The Institution of 
"pxees" |a * watt^ejoadeft . tra^l attar 
all, Mfcmigtts&qiMW ooasueror Wlorope would leave hone without a propaganda 
aaehlne at his heck? Pzeae on the Hordworfce la ooaolotoly blaekf that la, there le no 
any of knowing who re ox froa whloh power it originate* ~or whether, xanlly 8 the 
preaa own originates froa a TflttfftTT 8 oulaos a prase exam 1» adopted by a head of 
state; there Is no gnarantee as to jta origin , and It aay even ooao froa a nozt*»layex. 
Pros*, also* nay be "private 11 — whloh aeons like a oontradlotlon la tens, until the 
flrat tlao you log on to the systea aad find a aeeaage aw a itin g you froa the "8VIS8 
AMBASSADOR" warning you of N 2Mlaad"e foul Intent". »o 

Oaoe again* oalla to the Vordworfco axe freei there are no ooaneet charges, aad 
no subscription f easo All oallara axe welaonc, ao axe aay oubatsaiono, about anytblngf 
the Wordworke doee not Halt lta letter oolnaa to dleoueelone of JMxloaaoy» Xf you 
already have a teleooaavnioatloas teralnal, glva ua a oall at (919) 72>5275« If you 
have questions, ox don°t have a phone aad would like to get a aoathly posting of 
actlvitl** froa the Wordworke (thexa°a a obarge fox that, to cover postage aad hassle), 
just write to aei wee Ives, 500 Lsatex Lane, Wiaeton-Selaa, HQ 2?10>0130o 

((Interested Sooales should get Jn touob with Was, ox with the wbxdwoxtoo £l 
very lutereated la electronic anil J&puy, but I doa°t have the ecuipwent to baoaae 
Involved at thla tlac It couude like an Intriguing way to play the 
Hjp own opinion on the "xogulsxl 

^Ll ^el^S83l ■w^^t^BvL 1 ^fcw^wes^t -^^^^ivawwa3w* e4ew\ ^^So^sQeVaV 

of gaaea la the eaae category <, 
but son* ^l^ tfngw jifM iwj factor 

^plesulevav' fweov^sft ^wav^^J^ wswtpej ^Dav^i^J^aal 

Havlag said that, I ean°t 
two <~ Juet oall It a radloal 

But* to we an even aore 
alwaye # felt, elnoe entering the 
aad the Tii- trli , ¥ j of gtirifr*i Thla ; 
wrote la bitterly ooaplalnlng that 
win when Claw and Eana wae folded, 
fiT^ireaylo baa about 
the winner wine it fair and 




of e-aaU gaaea, alae, will dieappoint wea. 
to n xeal^ aall to Justify rating both types 
aouadajllte too baxan a taxa fox ay taataa, 
"he laoliMlBd 'to eanrate ewaail 




think of a fnartaaontal difference between the 
in atyla 0 

o^eetlon la thlei why worry about it? X have 
that too aufh eaphaele la plaoad on w regalarlty»' 
eaae to llgut aoao aoatha ago when Bonald Browa 
Horton°a lank of oonoern bad robbed bin of a 
In feat heiget the win it Juat dloVt get 
thing 1 laid to BoneOdi if the gaae la fuo 
that°a fhat ooanta a lot aore than whether 
outelder (axbitraxily or othexwlaa) ohooaea to gxae it aa M lxxagulax f> label« 
Ky, I°a veheaent on thla aattex, axanH I? It°a Sntentlonally ao, thought I think 
that ratlnge and rating ayateaa do aore bara than good In thla hobby . Paopla play 
the rating ayatea rather than the gaae, God, I°a getting horribly aidet xaoa ed. 

I think that we axe going to eee aore aad aore ele«txonlo gaaee being played aa 
aa wove toward the Slat oentnry, and ae aore people aoqulre hoae eoaputera<. itolle I 
view thla aa a good davelopaent, and wlah to try it aoaaday, I alao hope that true 
Toatal iaploaacy never diee out entirely o aothing oan replaoe the ehaxa of gettiag 
a good old faahloned latter — ox If it Juat m. th » t ° 11 old^aabioned??)) 



Fron Greg Bills (li/Z2/83)i 
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Bear BIUX 9 

Satin Is suoh a fragile thing? To aak» It obvious or point It out rulne it D yet 
so aany people never eee ito OKI I GIVE Upl The content about Henry K« was meant In 
fun* I hardly think that X would loeve the fata of the world In the hands of jay aan« 

To Ha. Extroai Yes 9 Mr* Vrohel was kidding about the voting restrietiona 0 mm 
letter was one of tha ao»i aaaterf ul pleeea of oetir&oal writing that X bava anoountared 
Is a Dip sin© 0 Aa for tout oholoa of being killed rather than killing, I doubt lt 0 But 
Just fox a noaent, Xet°a pretend that you are not the one being threatened^ Let 0 * say* 
Juat for axguaent 0 * cake,, that it la Sanantha that la being hurt or la about to be 
hurto So you atlll think that you would raaot tha same way? I adaire thoaa of you 
who think that ana (l°d better fix that) tnnan kind la good. X don"t believe that} X 
oan°t believe that* *y father taught as a vary interesting view of aoralityi - aba* 
would be -the reaction If neat (but not all) of the peej&e In the world did what X &a 
about to do? If tha reaction la desirable then the action la soralo Let°e examine 
eoaa of the fundaaentaX questions under that preaisoo KiHtnsi If we kill for little 
or no reason it in obviously wrongo Xf & howsver& we kill to protect oureelves 0 our 
f sally* or our p ro per ty then It serves a valid purpose In society <, Killing is IsnoxsJU 
unices done for self ^ pre s er vation. Stealing! the morality of stealing depends on the 
clrcvaatanoeo* Xf X an atar%tag and have no other way to obtain foods then it ie OK. 
Xf X an laay and steal because it is easier? then it la wrongo Banning a atop sign on 
a deserted road in the dead of sights If X do it, and someone on the cross street does 
lt 9 and we can°t see each other, then we will both die} therefore X always atop 0 X 
hope and jray that flasanfrhn never gets hart 0 Kho will help her If she does? 

Neat of the preceding paragraph was aaant to prove a point p not to lapune anyone 0 * 
intelligence or capabilltiase I an sure that seasons as intelligent and oaring as Joan 
will be a fine parent for Sanantha* X juat eculdn n t allow the consent about allowing 
herself to be raped go by«» 

2ty wifo would like for as to point out that most of the "humor* 8 X eubaitted last 
tins (asttlah) was given to as by ay wife. X told ny wife that X waan°t about to easts 
space la ay letter for suoh a trivial natter and that $he was welcome to write her own 
letters (The preceding is an attempt at huncr 0 not just another stupid oontradiotlonc 
The disclaimer really takes something out of it* &>n°t you think?) ((Tea, I do» 
People who add disclaimers to their satire really spoil it for everyone and ought to 
be kicked out of the sine.)) ((Juat kidding.)) 

The anaaaht what can I say? res e arch papHre are going to be late r but what 
do you care about ay grades? Joanne computer article was hllarloua 0 Chuff °a "Boetege 
Dues* was graatp 8A u e truth very h^aiagwayiah« aE5jgL°a the seae« ?luapher la weird, 
Meinel is jealoua, poll resulta in^eraeting (broken record?)) cartoon on page 96 is 
unmentionable, ■Wriatlone" interesting and will probably Inspire sons insipid fool 
with a ooaputer (are yon listening Cupcake?) to |ry and verify your hypothesis 8 * 
JedrjT°s •hunting* really proves tt£| pointp and the rest is very entertaining. I 
believe the only solution to the Toady of the Year controversy is a duel* Tea and 
Jia-fi&b head out to the meadow on 1 *; oold, foggy ajrnln$o stand back to back with \ 
dueling pistols la hand* take 10 atopa away Search other* turn and shoot yourselves. 
Whoever shoots Massif first wins* mf \ 

Issue JB6i X osn°t sake one sajdl consent witpout Bod Walker turning it into an* 
entire articles why doss he sound like he is arguing with ae when he is really \ 
agreeing? x thought it was eoaaon knowledge that California was going to divide into 
two states i everything wast of the San Andreas fault and everything east of it* The 
eastern half will be celled California, the western calf "Atlantis**, 

'Their are three extera in this sentence.* Pats your train into a continuous Xoop c 
doaan^t it? 

Cupoake was rights X oouldn°t csre leas. 



Tho Infamous "Boomia of the Year" contests My first one? Greats another project. 
Oh wellg vho wants to gradnats anyway? 

Sine* ths major topic of conversation seems to have shifted to Amraative Action 
then Z Hill eonf ine consent to that. Too political indeed! One can never bs too 
political* tho problem began* as Kelson so eloquently pointed out 9 far "hack in 
American history* tho solution will occur sometime far In tho futuz»o That aakes us 
tho onss Root rssponsibss for starting that solution. Bod°s eonwents are entirely 
accurate, Z don°t think that he swont to say that tho innsr-city dsaoUosa were 
holding us hostage as such aft he was attempting to point oat that theirs in & partly 
nlarly frustrating situation* which will lead to violenee 0 Wo have to sot those die- 
advantaged people educated^ one my or another. X would prefer to educate them on 
more fundamental levels like high school* Doing so veald reejuire no sohols^c&ipe or 
even bare to nentlon race (please note that I haven 0 1 nentloned it yot« as X thick 
the problem of perpetual poverty ism*?**** color harrier)* The federal government 
should ohannel a Xgt of money into the local Softool systems. Tho problem i&th that is 
that the Fed een 0 tdo anything without attaching strings® ton people want mmy for 
lunches? IsU ws get to set tho serais* regardless of the fact that one national menu 
Is a ridleulou© concept^ and that se donH hare any Idea *&»t ehUdsen la your area 
lifts to eat* Mh&t good are hot lunches that are never eaten? X read an interesting 
fact the other days ths too richest,} best school dlstriets in Texas take ^ride in the 
fact that they donH accept any federal aide even though they could. They dan°t want 
tho strings o The nation was based on the premise that ws are all coated o^ual e not 
that equality %» tho ending goal. Bet are se all created eeually? X« the tfhild horn 
in Hatts given the sane opportunitieo as the child horn in Kariha 0 * Vineyard? Hot 
nowi probably nevero Xt is our duty as a society to try to eejualisa the opportunity 
for a quality ed uca ti on . 

IiOVOo 

Greg 

((Hhen se equalise by helping the poor catch up to the fortunate e that is fins « 
When me tafat assy f row the fortunate to oooomnUeh this goal* that is wrcsnge 

The western half called "gfelantl* 9 *? Speaking of three errors in © eentenocooo 
the San Andreas Fault does not divide California In half I it sorely slless off a thin 
and tiny fraction of tho southwestern part of tho state, Atlantis m& (supposedly) In 
the Atlantic Ocean and not the Pacific 0 and the common hallr? that part of California 
Is going to slide off Into the ocean Is la$osstt&* fron a tectonic stanefceSat* sines 
all of California Is continental o^ust 9 not oocaa crusto X asy not Knew politics 
that selle hut your statement rubbed sobs ran geeiegieal nerves in this and scientist: 

Qy the may 9 that *ssn°t Joan°o article i she Just suteittsd it. Xt was pdnted* X 
believe * In the compote? ssgssias Batewatlmn. 

Your counterexaDple to Joan 0 * statement that s%» would not kill even to defend 
herself against reps is a good one* I think there are very few people in $h&s world 
(and Joan Is not one of than) she would let thoir child die rather than kill the 
Attacker, given a hard-and-fast choice bstween the. two. X personally believe that 
killing Is wrong, yet X would do it to protect myself, my family or close friends, or 
my oountry. Xn those altuations if would become t^e lesssr of two evils.)) 

From Ken iwel (11/29/63)8 * [" " 

Bear BHJXi 

As you have undoubtedly noticed^ X am sending you an almost final voxels of 
World Diplomacy XV. There will bo a few more changes in the air fosee and construction 



IS 

canter rulaa, tat this is tafidaaUy ite Meak 9tsmsaan (school addwaa MET Scon. 
IWD pxegx&a, 15 Datmouth 8t»» Soser?lXX«« MA 021*5; and I will ba aatariag WD 
Sato tha xagular hcblgr through a amaaatasatloa gam la Po litasm. Gaapi Ysa, la ft 
ado* (foxnsrly) <3©dlcatsd to FTP play? Tha ems itmlfiuX hs xub dixactly from 
Ksxftp me uiU OK by nyor on thamvmsfc dfadXlms* Bd Ksobol will hi playing, as 
Kill asvaxal of our ssgular WD playsra a Among othere, X aa apself IcaXly asking IT 
you would li&o to play. With only a slight daisy, sill also appear la 

l^tssaa with *'arpart tQ eomsatary by youra truly* and * hot gam of team* If you 
5rFpi| psrhaas you knew of otbsm as mrthy of tola gmat honor. Hot laying It 
on too thick* X hops.« 3 In any oaflo, &t»°t It about tlaa to eat your fiagsrs back in 
tha bona? pot? 

If you fesap lattar© on fila* poll out ay flsst and you°H ramabar that a croup of 
ua have baaa playing MB by mSX sines 1978 totally unatsjo* of Blpdoa at lama- oar thi 
axajBtanoft of any other Bi» variants. Th* only comaa soots kd baa tilth any ottoax 
variant* sra in mgnlar ataaigbt-ttp Ptp3oaaoy itself . 

((X°a flaitsmA ty your imitation* though I°U have to decline because I°a 
ovamsteadsd la tba hotfty now. Komvor, X°U bat there aa.» Booaiaa out there sho 
alg&t b* intarsstad la fcxylBg W 0 end anyone reading tbia sfco la 00 latsrested should 
mito to X«a Seal at 8708 F&mt Silver Spring, MD 209i0o Xt looked 

lnt£-&gula£» although X psrsoaally secefar the simplicity of regular Sip. )) 

rxon G.£» Blender, U.S» Poeta! Service, Blcoaingtora, IS (1S/3/Q3)* 

Dame HTc Llnoay 9 

So you thought you could got amy fresi rm B did you?! lasvlvjg AXbaay aa you did me 
eortalxd^ cXwor on youv pe»t# but it dldoH taka ua Xotss to tzaok you doano Tou°ll 
bam to sua fartbar than Maaaaobuaettae Hp* Lla»ay 0 to oaoape tba am of tba tt?S* 
Postal 3arvlos« 

Xt ma so difficult taafc dlaooroxlng your mm hl^sout« tte a&faly follomd tba 
Kzaay Enralopaa to your m xoald»uoap traoad otbar aall aoaoatlz^ f^roa various otha? 
aasbaxa ef your U4y Xlttlo laatmrfi^s !teo Sareh» ttr* mlmr» Mr» Clolaaas Nr 0 A£flarfaaoa« 
Hre Vzobalf ato v » oto* 9 to na&s but a fav* 110 bad avaa aotloed thas; mil tracks laavlae 
vaataru Haaaaobuaatta mm runolag ooaaldambSy orsrml^ht aa of Xato 0 m avaa oaload 
your Bother* «ho — ulthout boalt&tloft ^Udly $asf oxaad ua of your mm addmaa and 
taXaphom ouabaro m°d bava phooad you» 3br« Llaaay* to aat tbla aattor atmlcht« but 
aftar aU» m am tba tf.S, PoataX iarrim. 

To gat to ma baart of this Sm*r p Ite. tluaay ( m Moat aak that you iaaadlataly 
oaaj^> puHleatlon of the "saV, n a*ri«od w ^ abstavar you prafsr to m/ar to thaa aa — 
houaorulaAo why la tfao U»S a Foetal Saxvioa ooemaami about such aa itfi.>pslf leant and 
trivial aattar aa tha Yolos of Dm* bouscKeulaa? 7xafekly 0 Kr c Uaaay £ it J a s aattar of 
aooaoaios. tba U.S Q Footal samm atoada to Xom a lot of ramaua if your h oua e r ol as 
Xoaa thtir bullu Our axparta aatttftta that tba "8**% w laprovad a (^Iajaovod^I Jft 
doa°t think ao!) bouaarulaa ivlXl mo^iixa but Jft poataea — yaa» avan for Mr. 
Axaamodlaa — to aaad to your loyjti. foXlomza. Of oousm. Mr. Unsay, m*m not 
Jnaludliy th» anraXopa and pcdnUas ooota« but than* m°» not naklas any of ttat 
aonoy 0 Butt nouathalam. tha tf.S» foatal Saxvlea'aay Xoaa ssrsral alllloff dollars 
la tho mm of this mvaXopmat* l fiif&t Mr. fclftfay* aaad m raalad you that you my bo 
Uabls for crljriral pt m aa out ioat not to aestlon tba aaf oroad stoptpam of any sail you 
sight sand or rsos&s? 

Horn laportaatty* homvar v Mr. X4aaay r tha U*S« Postal Ssrrloo aay amia bs f oroad 
to mlaa poatam rataa p all baoauss of your dloramrd of our mrnlnga. Tha posavloua 
anforoaaanta would mm mlatlvo to tha guilt axpsslsnosd toowlng that you, Kr» Llaaay, 
am alnaOs^^uidwSly mapsnalbl* fox tola aaxt poatam laomasso 

Tha UcS 0 BsataX Sarvim baa spossao Ham a mod day« 



From Tom Swider* 



Hi BRUX! 

Dalton, MA? That's as obscure a place as Endwell. Well, it's inevitable , but it 
has to be said.,. I HATE COBOL * It p s obsolete. It's too wordy. Has no advantages. 
Makes PILOT look gooSf" Well, I suppose companies who sink millions into a system 
want their money's worth. 

One thing I've been meaning to mention is about VD's favorite topic of hunting. 
Though I haven't experienced the hunt, these who have enjoy it. It almost seems 
wrong to condemn something without having done it before* To those of a rural 
upbringing, hunting is quite acceptable. I know three hunters i my Dad, Keith Mercer* 
and Carl Russell, 

On the way back from KaryCon Carl, Jeff Bohner, Tom Mainardi and I were bull- 
shitting and I mentioned this topic. Tom, being a city boy, and Carl were figuratively 
at each other's throats. Jeff sort of aided "pro-life" and I was neutral. (I won't 
make claims till X ve experienced hunting.) I did feel sorry for Carls tt was as if 
he was guilty of doing a "terrible" deed,- even though he has always bser* told that 
hunting is the norm. 

Have you ever heard of the "Survival" game? You know, it's where you pair off into 
two teams and try to capture the enemy* a flag e while shooting the enemy with paint 
guns? 

Black holes? 3' only wish I had enougx time to write letters. I felt I owed you 
one i it's sort oi jdd how things like friendships can get misrouted. Vm really glad 
you and Kathy are talking again. Hie "vicious circle" (quoted from Common Sense for 
Hard Times, not Jeff Koto (I) ) has completed another circuit. Hopefully, a lesson 
has been learned somewhere . . » 

I will see you at ByrneCon in a week. i*» bringing Civilization and Titan along 
with my FTF Final Conflict map/pieces. Maybe I can get you to like my rectangular 
"sea boxes"i if not, I'll nuke youl (w) 

Is Albany as bad a place as I've heard? Sort of like Binghamtoni its major 
industry is governments right? A friend of mine who went to SURI Albany mentioned 
something about a "bi" trying to pick him up in front of a public water fountain 
downtown. Barno said jobs aren't too good, and you left to prove that point. 

Turns out I°ll be shuffling off to Buffalo nest fall to keep Nelson in line. 
Albany sounds to© much like Bingo for my tastes. 

ECLIPSE was the only other VD 18-center win. It was a fun game, so I couldn't 
forget it. Are you sure Dave KLeiman isn't a Dave Claman pseudonym? 

You ml^it mention to Jake Halverstadt that GDW just released their game on US 
Presidential elections, Don't know much about it yat. . . 

PS. GAAAAA^GOYXXmLLLiiLSES^ 

PPSo John Kelley?!? I thought he died and went to college. 
PPPS a So MBS. 

PPPPS. I play in a game in the British hobby. People in the British hobby write 
even loss than most N»A. dippers. 



in my experience, that's not a whole lots Glad to discover another Doomle 
with European ties. 

OK, I was wrong. Somebody beeittes me did remember Dave Kleimante win in ECLIPSE. 
Personally, I thought it was a pretty dreadful gam?. The only good part about it 
was my postal flying dutehman. (— ) 

Albany's not a horrible citys there aren't too many bad sections and there are 
plenty of good pizsa places. I remember a while back when Erie Kane, who rolled a one 
came up to visit and he and Alex and I spent an afternoon exploring the South Kail in 
the downtown section. There's a lot to do there. 

I recently read an article somewhere about -Survival", and it sounds like fun. 

So those who h&%» experienced the hunt have enjoyed it, eh? Deer me, I doubt 

that opinion is unanimous* * .)) 




BRUX Speaks 

In Response to Questions Regarding Kls Ways of Running Things 



Several questions have recently been posed to me, or comments directed toward me, 
concerning some of r.y publishing and GMing philosophies. Discussions of this nature 
have always fascinated me (although much of my readership undoubtedly finds them 
boring and pointless), so X*d like to reply to a bunch of these questions a&d comments 
in one fell swoop, using an Interview-type format. Hopefully, some of you will be 
angered/ inspired enough by what you read to send in your opinions for the Sossip 
Column. It* a been too long since we've had a good rules discussion in VDJ 

Qs Don a t you feel that, by GMing as strictly as you do, you ara interfering in 
the game? Why not give the player a break, especially xhen his intent Is clear? 

At These questions were put to me by Sric Kane, who rolled a or#. I do not feel 
that my strict approach to Gating Interferes in the gasie at alio X <*a a GM have an 
effect on the game — and so does every other GM„ My style of GKing tanda to penalise 
the earelass players and thereby reward the careful ones, while mora lerueit (Pis do 
just the opposite. 

It is incorrect^ in my opinion* to say that the lenient £31 is "giving the payers i 
break 1 . Old you ever hear the law of physics that states that for every action there 
is an equal and opposite reaction? Precisely the same law holds true in th? adjudication 
of Diplomacy gamesi for every player who is "given a break" by the OM's ruling, there 
is another player whose position is hurt by it. I would sooner give the "taiaks" to 
the players who earn them through careful play than to their leas cautious o^poneuets* 

Finally* and I know that many CWs disagree* I do not view it as the GH's 'ole to 
determine the player's intent. As one who is handicapped by the inability in read 
fninde, 1 feel safer just adjudicating what the flayer wrote down * Ed tfrobil ' s intent 
was clear to me when he double -or dered~hTs armies, but double -order them ho did — and 
that's the way 1 had to adjudicate it. It was quite clear to ma that Mark Duarte'e 
"Fleet England to Brest" was intended aa an order for his fleet in the English Channel t 
but there was only- one English fleet in England at the time (It was in Bdi) , and it 
could not legally move to Brest anyway* The order failed. I interpret very literally. 
It is not "wrong" , nor is it "interference", It is another perfectly valid way of 
GMing, available to those who like it and avoidable for those who don't. 

Qi Your houserules axe ridiculous / too long / silly / dogshlt. 
As Really? Which ones? 

Qs Why don't you try, Just once, running a game without houserules? 

A i John Caruso asked this, adding that he"d be willing to try a game unci or me if 
it weren't for my houserules. My knee- jerk answer at the time was that I wouldn't be 
comfortable running a game this way, While this is true, there is in fact t, much 
more appropriate answer. 

You see, the question is rather meaningless to begin with, to anyone who truly 
understands the philosophy underlying my houserule*. If I were to run a "g&me without 
houserules" t every single ruling I aould make woul 'l be identical to those I make now . 
The only difference between~1;he two is that 5iih the houserules, the" players are 

Informed of these rulings in advance i without them? they are not. Since I cannot see 
any advantage to keeping the players in the dark regarding the GM'e procedures, X do 
not see any point to running a "game without houserules". 

It la well to note that my houserules do not lock me into making rulings *hich defy 
common sense, as some people (like Peter Ansoff) seem to think. Rather, they merely 
reflect the rulings which I would regard as common sense anyway. And for the rare. 



11 

extreme situation in tfhich ay houseru3.es would dictate a ruling which does not 
coincide with ay idea of common sense, I would invoke the "Greater Good" rule and 
overrule the offending houserule. If 1 have to do this often (and X won't}, it 
would indicate that the other houserules were poorly designed to begin with. 

Qt Are you GMing for the enjoyment of the players or just yourself? If you do it 
for the players, then how do you Justify a GMing technique which leada to more 
miswritten orders than would more lenient GMing? 

Ai Erie Kane asked ate these questions shortly after rolling a one. I an GMing 
to please both myself and ay players. Over a third of the respondents to my poll 
question on this topic prefer that the CM be as strict as X am. The others don't 
have to play under me. It Is nob necessary for me to speculate on the reasons that 
so many players want strict GMing, They do, and I provide to please both them and 
myself. 

Qi Your letter column is too long aisd too boring, and contains letters sahlch pat 
you on the back. 

A i Thanks to Terry Tallman for both criticisms, and to Bob Osuch fox seconding 
the latter one. 

"Boring" is a subjective term. If my letter column was indeed too long, very 
few people if any would be writing in to it* It is true that X edit less than most 
other publishers for excess verbiage. But I do edit. Feuding gets the ax aa of 
recently, as do letters that X doa°t think are of general interest to the readership. 
Some stuff like "giaoee a sample" or ^here's my sub check** makes it into print* and 
for that matter, so do a few of the "Golly, Brucie, that was a hell of an issue* 
letters. But not by themselves, unless they are written in an interesting manner 
(see Hare Peters' letter in vi) #85 for a very entertaining "here's my sub check" 
letter). Such comments generally make it into print only as part of a longer letter 
discussing other, more substantial topics. "Asskisslng" gets published, thou&t not 
just for the sake of publishing asskiesing. But it doesn't a utomatically get *he 
ax, either. A reoent litter from John MacFarlane contained a comment about my azmlsh 
that made me glow with delight. However, the letter contained nothing that I felt 
would be of interest to the readers at large, so I did my glowing In private. (And 
had to write this article just so I could tell you about it* The lengths I J 11 go 
to...) In contrast, I tdll publish almost anv_ critical letter I get, unless the 
writer requests otherwise. 

I don't like to edit letters too much, and X think most correspondents appreciate 
knowing that their letters have a good chance of seeing print in their entirely and 
(usually) promptly. When polled, 72# of those of you who replied said they enjoyed 
the letter column very much, and almost 30 of you mentioned it as your favorite part 
of the sine. Perhaps those figures would increase if I edited more* but I doubt it. 
I am very happy with my current editorial policies, and so are most of you. 

Finally (snicker) , the same comment that X made regarding my Qting can be applied 
to my letter column. If ya dasn't likes It, there are other letter column for ya 
to read... 

Qi You have no business recruiting novices for your games, with the ultra-strict 
houserules you use . 

A i What an absurd statement, $ob Osuch! What ever gave you the idea th&t novices 
are any less able to write correct orders than anyone else? Many, many players got 
their start in VD. A few of the less careful ones have left for more lenient GMing. 
Moat have been very satisfied. All six of the players currently in the RIGSL game 
were relatively new to postal play when the game began as an all-novice game. All six 
have indicated that they are very happy with the way X have run their game. And all 
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six (I believe) axe currently playing in other zines as wall, so they have a standard 
of comparison. 

I make it a point to mention the way I GM whenever I open games. Novices, and any 
other potential players, can give my system a try if they so desire. It is in my 
opinion very Important that a newcomer's first game he run in a prompt, reliable, 
and fair manner, and so I shall continue to try and recruit then into my games. 

A quick note about my "ultra-strict" GMing. Is it really that much stricter than 
that found elsewhere, or does it just get more publicity? The "Wrobel Affair" with 
the double-ordered units got a lot of press for its "strictness", but a lot of other 
GMs would have ruled the same way* Mike Conner and Brad Wilson (both of whom actually 
have i you just don't hear as much about it), Don Del Grande, Ron (Canada) Brown, Ron 
(California) Brown, John Boardman, Dave Kleiman, Jim Melnel, Paul Ruaterberg, Eric 
Ozog, Steve Hutton. ..you get the idea. Hey gang, it's rather crowded at this end of 
the spectrum! But I'm getting awfully sidetracked. 

Qi What is the procedure for protesting a ruling in a TO game? Why can't a player 
always have an ombudsman on request? 

Aj The procedure fcr registering a protest is sat forth in my houserules. The 
player must make his protest known to ma before the following deadline. Once this is 
done* I can respond in any of three ways* 

1) If I have clearly made an error, I will correct it and proceed with the game. 

2) If I still feel that I ruled correctly , but find the player's argument at all 
reasonable , I will go to an ombudsman for resolution. His decision shall be final. 

3) Xf the player's protest is clearly in error, I will explain my ruling and 
proceed with the game without calling an ombudsman. 

Only in situation Z is an ombudsman used. Situation 3 is the one on which people 
question me , so let me back it up with a couple of examples. 

Once, a long time ago, a player in YD passed through Spain in a Spring turn and 
moved out in the Fall . He then argued that he should have been given possession of 
Spain for that year. The player's protest was clearly wrong, so I explained why and 
proceeded with the game. 

In the MILKY WAY game c a player protested that he had vetoed a successful 
game-ending proposal over the phone. He hadn't. He called for an ombudsman, and I 
refused his request. Not only would a third party be absolutely unable to determine 
what had actually been said during this (supposed) phone conversation, but the houserules 
in VD provide that there can be no disputing that what the GM heard, wrote down, and 
read back to the player is what the player said} in other words, you use the phone at 
your own risk. The player had no case, and the ruling stood, although I ended up 
restarting the game anyway when all seven of the players agreed to it. 

The reason that I feel I can do this is that I've- baen GMing long enough to know 
the rules of the game, and my houserules, quite thoroughly. I would not recommend 
that a newer GM be too quick to refuse someone an ombudsman ( I know that after a year 
or two of GHlng, I was still not always certain o$, ! my ground, and in fact I didn't 
adopt my current procedure for player protests until fairly recently. 

A few more words about those situations in which I would refuse to go to an ombuds- 
man for a player i some people may (and do) think that this is unfair; that a player 
should always have the right of protest. Players feio feel strongly about this axe 
advised to play in other zincs, so«ie of which conform to this standard. VD does not. 

Finally on this point, it has ; V been mentioned to me that there is some value in 
calling an ombudsman even when the player Is clearly wrong, simply to placate the 
Player . I, however, do not feel it Is necessary to placate players in this manners 
simply pointing out why my ruling was correct to begin with should suffice. God, I 
am a hardass, aren't I? 

Moving on, once a dispute has been resolved (either with or without an ombudsman) , 
a player who Is unhappy with the lutcome does have some recourse. He cant 




1) resign from the game* 

2) seek to have the game moved to another (81, or 

3) seek to have the game declared Irregular fcry the Boardman Number Custodian, 

A request to have the game moved would he made and publicized just as would a draw 
proposal. If all players voted to mov© ? arid reimbursed me for ray expenses* I would 
assist in the transfer so that It -would go as smoothly as possible. To date* no such 
request has been formally made by a VD player* 

Seeking an irregular ruling is drastic, and unlikely to be fruitful since none of 
the TO houserules extend beyond the bounds of acceptable OMlng procedure* The Boardman 
Number Custodian has given nto permission to state that she does not think that strict 
GMing, taken by itself, is actual grounds for irregularity (although her opinion and 
raine differ radically on its desirability , of course). 

The bottom lino of this whole matter is that players in Vg have got to have no small 
measure of confidence in my judgement. Players who don't are welcome to, »* ws-J.lt you 
all know what Vm about to say here* eh? 

Qi Your jjolicy concerning multiple sets of orders* some of which ar« undated or 
identically dated, is to use only the orders common to both or all of the sets which 
might possibly have been the last sent. Don't you feel that it would be less harmful 
to select a set at random, or use some other mechanism for choosing one of the seta 
than to (wholly or partially) NKE a player who in fact has orders on file? 

As This question was posed to me at Byrnecon. My amswer is no. 

It is the player 9 s job to date his orders correctly. If I choose a set of orders 
without ascertaining that they are the latest set sent in, X might have the guy 
stabbing his ally when In fact he had changed his nind about it* The result could be 
that his board position is hurt much more than It would have been by an MOL 

But that's really pretty much beside the point. poJjit Is that the OH must 
adjudicate what he is supposed to adjudicate? regardless of the harm done to anyo^ e s 
board position* What he is supposed to adjudicate is the latest set of orders 
received ~- and if this cannot be determined, than the player is cut of luck, 

Qi An English player orders A Swe-KlG, expecting a convoy from the Russian 
F Bal. He also orders A Nwy S A Swe 9 in case the convoy is not forthcoming- If 
Russia stabs and doesn't order the convoy is the support valid? 

At Thanx to Stephen Wilcox, who asked this question in The L ittle Dipper » a subzine 
to The Prince * This Is more of a straightforward question on GMing than the others 
posed in this article. 

The support does not succeed because «. unit legally ordered to move canncrt be 
supported in place even if the move fails* And th* order to move was legal because, 
at the beginning of the turn in question, a convoy route existed from Swe to Kie, 
Had no convoy routs existed., the move is impossible and the army is treated as holding, 
and the support would have succeeded , 

A somewhat similar question is thiei how woul$ I rule A Con-Big? It's a move to 
Bulgaria unless a convoy route to Belgium exists? and in that case it is ambiguous. 
This is so regardless of the nationality of the fleets in the convoy route* or what 
orders they actually receiver If furkey orders A Con-Big and a move to B^lg&um is 
possible, then the order is disallowed even if Tu^*kejr also has £ Aeg and orders it to 
support A Con~Bul l \ ~ 

The underlying prlciple in these rulings is that the meaning and/or legality of 
an order can in fact be determined by the position of other units at ths beginning of 
the turn, but it can never be determined by what other units are ordered to do during 
the turn. This same principle applies in Vg in the resolution of orders contaning 
"Nor" or "North" or "Liv" , by the way*. A Den~Llv can have four possible resolutions,, 
depending on the locations of fleets at the start of the turn. It could mean a move 
to Livonia if & convoy route there was present and no convoy route to Liverpool exists,. 



or it could be a i&ove Liverpool if 'the opposite clxcuiastance ftelti true, •>.:* it 
could be illegal 11' neither route escietfc, or ambiguous if both doo Hum * s tfiat gx^b 
ya?* F Dsn-Kor writs in VD* but F £ ; di~Jtor does not, even in conjunction F Lon~Ut; 
and so on, 

Q» Why are you stubbornly stunning your ground on every single qu^stict it,, this, 
article, rather than conceding a print or two hece and there? 

At I'm not being stubborn. My answers are a reflection oi the fact th*r. I va been 
around long enough to hear all tho questions many tines over, and decide o;; auich 
policies I llfca. If I felt unconf ortanle about any of ay replies abo«e» tic rulings 
would have long since been changed. 

Crotchety old hobby fart, I am' 



One late note bofore I clcss* & noted hobby par &>nal lt,y £r?& fc.rhoster, :*r5.t.H«* 
in. the latest isKue of Polltesse , :u* labeled my ruling on the tfrob&l Affa^jr sis 
"eoifaunlat"* fly apologies to all X really thought I had a&cte the co-.v.ea^ 6*elait*n> 
but *?hen respected, level-headed hot-by luminaries such as Bill Klghfisld up 
with such persuasive reasons for the other aide, way be it's tiiae to roth ink ray 
position. 




